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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


SOVIET EXPERT DISCUSSES MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENTS 
Nicosia AL~HURRIYAH in Arabic 18 Sep 83 pp 28-30 


[Interview with Yevgenty Barimakov, director of the oriental studies insti- 
tute of the Central Committee of the Soviet communist party, by Nuri ‘Abbas: 
"We Will Do the Utmost Possible To Enable the Syrian Army To Defend the 
National Rights of Syria and the Arabs"; in Geneva during the International 
Conference on Palest1ng/ 


[Texf7 In Geneva, while the International Conference on Palestine was being 
held, the delegation from AL-HURRIYAH met with Comrade Yevgeniy Barimakov, 
director of the orlental studies institute of the central committee of the 
Soviet Communist Party. Barimakov has to his credit numerous publications 

on the situation in the Arab region, and he oversees other numerous and 
important studies on this situation which are published in the Soviet Union. 
He has a long and deep knowledge of the region, for he lived there several 
years and still makes visits to it, during which he meets with its leaders and 
prominent figures. ‘This 16 why this interview with him is of importance. 
Bearimakov can say more as an academician and expert than can Soviet diplomats 
and political officials. He talks on the basis of knowledge and experience. 
At the same time, his analyses and positions, as well as the activities of 
the orlental studies institute, have considerable influence on the shapers 

of Soviet policy in the region, 


[Questiog7 How do you evaluate the situation, following the bankruptcy of 
the Reagan initiative? 


[Anewex] If we want to evaluate the general situation following the failure 
of the Reagan initiative, we can say that circumstances have not changed 
perceptibly. With regard to the Middle East, there is no sign of a change in 
the American policy line following the failure of the Reagan initiative. 
Kather, on the contrary, they are intensifying their efforts to carry out 
their plans, 


{ think America will try to exploit in its own favor some changes in the 
situation, For example, there is the possibility of some changes occurring 
in Israel, like Shimon Peres coming to power. This is not something that 
would be hard to do, but quite possible. 











they are continuing their tactic of achieving separate agreements. In this 
regard, {| do not believe they will give up the Reagan initiative. Rather, 
they will try to introduce some cosmetic changes into it, or they will 
develop its form, taking into consideration the new circumstances in the 
region. Therefore, all of us, especially the Arabs and the Palestinians, 
must be wary of these American maneuvers and oppose them, for they 

are against the interests of the Arabs in the first degree. 


[Questiog] What about American policy in Lebanon foilowing the suspension 
of the agreement's implementation? 


[Bnswey] America has not scaled back its activities in Lebanon following 
the failure of the Keagan initiative. America has displayed its intentions 
vis-a-vis Lebanon for a long time. In carrying out its program there, 

it is trying to transform that country into an American base with which 

to exploit circumstances in favor of its plans for imperialist control. 

Some new signs have appeared in American policy, however. They are support- 
ing the central authority, especially President al-Jumayyil. They are playing 
on the contradictions between the various sects in Lebanon, and they are 
trying to cheat some of the sects which disagree with the authorities. 

The goal of this is clear. They want to carry out their goal of imposing a 
Pax Americana, especially through the Lebanese--Israeli agreement. But this 
Pax Americana has failed. Now they want to impose the partition of Lebanon 
via supporting Israel's program for controlling the south of Lebanon. 


The remainder of Lebanon may be partitioned into a group of cantons. Now 
they do not reject what is called the redeployment of Israeli forces. This 
confirms that they support the division of Lebanon, so that Israel can 
take control of the south, while the Lebanese nationalist forces are dealt 
a blow and the rest of Lebanon is torn asunder. 


Washington Will Not Give Up the Reagan Initiative 


[(Questiog/ Let us go back to the Reagan initiative. Do you think the United 
States will change its policy or conduct some reform? 


[FnswepJ 1 do not think that the United States is either ready or willing 
to give up this initiative. I think they will insist on this initiative, 
and the reason why is clear: they know that the Camp David agreement has 
reached a dead end. The only way to reopen this road is to mix the Camp 
David policy with this initiative. However, at the same time they could 
introduce some reforms which, as I said, do not touch the essence of that 


policy. 
We Are Doing the Utmost to Support Syria's Capabilities 


[Guestiog] What about Syrian-Soviet relations? The Western press says there 
is a new Soviet policy in the Middle East following the Lebanon War of 1982. 


[Bnswer] 1 disagree that there is a new policy. Our ties with Syria are 
very strong, as you know. We are doing as much ae we can to strengthen Syria's 
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detense capabilities and to enable its army to undertake its various 

duties in defense of the national rights of Syria and the Arabs. Now, no 

one can accuce us of fatling to respond to any desires and needs of Syria in 
this area. There has been no change in our tiles to Syria; they are very good. 
Syria has signed a friendship agreement with our country, and | believe 

that these relations will develop in the interest of both countries. 


The Possibility of a New War Cannot Be Discounted Entirely 
[Questiog/ What is your estimation of the chances of war in the Middle East? 


[Answex] That is a very difficult question, 1 can give you arguments which 
support this possibility and arguments which annul it. Israel is very com- 
fortable now with the current situation in Lebanon, especially following the 
redeployment of its forces, which is the method Israel has followed in 
maintaining its continued control of the south of Lebanon. There are also 
changes within Israel. The magnitude of opposition to the war in Lebanon 
has increased, ‘This tendency has become much stronger than it was before. 


Through its withdrawal southward, Israel is trying to decrease the size of 
its losses, which climbed to high levels in the past months. Of course, 
[Israel knows the Syrian army has become much stronger than it was in the 
past. This is an important factor against the possibility of war. However, 
at the same time we cannot discount the possibility that Israel will turn to 
war in order to carry out its goals and maintain its control over the areas 
it occupies. The spirit of adventurism and expansionism is the abiding 
characteristic of Israeli policy. We cannot at all discount the notion 
that, as Israel's internal crisis comes to a head, it could be exported 
through launching a war. Similarly, America's deepening frustration and 

the failure of the Pax Americana proclaimed in Lebanon contains the possi- 
bility of American encouragement for the launching of a war. 


[Question] What is your view on the disputes within some Palestinian groups? 


[Answex] The position of my country vis-a-vis these Palestinian 4difficul- 
ties and the situation in the PLO is perfectly clear, First of all, we 
support a unified, strong and independent PLO. Secondly, we have supported 
and will support the legitimate leadership and the institutions of the PLO. 
thirdly, we want these internal disagreements to be solved by the Palestinians 
themselves, on the basis of developing and strengthening Palest inian-Syrian 
ties. 


There Is a Limited Change In Egypt's Policy 


[Questiog/ There has been a lot of talk about some development in the 
Soviet Union's relations with Egypt. 


insweg] Some say no change occurred in Egypt after al-Sadat. I do not 
agree with this view. I believe that some change has happened, For instance, 
there has been some specific backpedalling in Egypt's ties with Israel, since 














Kyypt does not have an ambassador in Israel today, despite American and 
israeli pressure. Egypt has presented three conditions for sending an 
ambassador: first, the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from Lebanon; 
second, the cessation of Israel's aggressive policy against the Arab 
countries; and third, the creation of a new political climate in the 


Middle East. 
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ALGERIA 


DISTRIBUTION, CIRCULATION OF LOCAL, FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 
Algiers AL-SHA'B in Arabic 16-21 Jul 43 


[Article by Abdeljalil Jalali: "Press Distribution in Algeria; Experiment 
That Is Still in Testing Stage") 


{16 Jul 83 p 3) 


[Text] Press distribution varies from country to country, depending on the 
political svatem. It can be said that there are three methods of distribution 
used in the world, namely: 


Distribution of the products by the press establishments producing them. 
The sale by cooperative press establishments of their own publications. 


Sales by agencies specializing in distribution and chosen by press establish- 
ments. 


In one form or another, our country has seen all these methods at various 
times. However, experience has proven their failure and it has been decided 

to employ the third method, which will be entrenched by turning toward greater 
specialization by the agency entrusted with the distribution to give it the 
effectivenss necessary to avoid negative results and solve existing problems. 
This is what we will find in our review of the distribution experiments carried 
out in our country. 


Foreign Distribution of Press 


Despite the presence of the Hachette Algerie Company, a branch of the French 
Hachette Algeria Company, its continued control of the distribution network 
after independence and its distribution of various newspapers, magazines and 
periodicals published in France and a few French-language publications issued 
in some foreign countries, our country was never unaware of the real role per- 
formed by this company between 1962 and 1965 as an instrument left behind by 
colonialism intentionally for the purpose of making people familiar with and 
spreading French culture and preserving its roots in Algeria. 








To confront the suspect activities of this company in preparation for finally 
eliminating it, the National Liberation Front Party set up a press distribution 
agency that distributed the national newspapers issued in the capital, such as 
LE PEUPLE, ALCER SOIR and others. Because the activity of this agency was con- 
fined to the capital almost exclusively, a special distribution agency was set 
up in the city of Oran within AL-JUMHURIYAH newspaper organization. A similar 
agency was also set up to distribute AL-NASR newspaper in the city of Constan- 
tine. 


This situation could not last long because a country that had paid dearly to 
attain its independence and whose vanguard party had chosen to implement 
socialism and had declared a mobilization for the battle of building and con- 
struction to give the country's political independence its true economic and 
cultural dimension:--such a country could not permit the presence of the foreign 
Hachette Algerie Company, which was implementing a purely French colonialist 
policy, which was selecting, without any national participation, papers, books 
and publications serving French interests and which entrenched the residue of 
the colonialist culture and elements undermining and slighting the genuine 
Islamic Arab Algerian personality. For these reasons and others, the Hachette 
Algerie Company was nationalized in 1966. 


On the other hand, the agencies distributing the press controlled by the party 
felt, despite the efforts they had exerted to strengthen and expand their 
limited activity, the consequences of the lack of experience and of resources 
in the form of chaos and mismanagement. In the absence of any legal structure 
organizing them, those agencies were not able to expand distribution beyond the 
capital. This resulted in great losses that ulitmately caused them to go bank- 
rupt. 


Multisided National Distribution 


Efforts were initiated as of 1966 to purge and develop the distribution sector, 
After nationalization of the Hachette Algerie Company, the National Publishing 
and Distribution Company was set up in January 1966 to implement national policy 
in the distribution sphere. In its initial phase, this company did not 
monopolize distribution but rather assigned distribution tasks in the 1966-72 
period to three agencies. Hachette Algerie was succeeded by the party-controlled 
press distribution agencies, shich distributed the foreign and national press 
published in the capital to all parts of the country. The two distribution 
companies controlled by AL-NASR and AL-JUMHURIYAH were assigned to distribute 
their own papers in the eastern and western provinces they were covering, 


The country was divided into three distribution zones in the 1973-76 period, 
during which the activity of the National Publishing and Distribution Company 
was confined to the central provinces, with the same task assigned to the dis- 
tribution agencies of AL-NASR and AL-JUMHURIYAH, whose activities were expanded 
in the eastern and western parts of the country. 


Unified Distribution 


Experience proved the [inJefficiency of this method, in which numerous parties 
were involved with distribution. The most significant consequences were poor 
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distribution, few sale centers and numerous towns unable to receive the daily 
press. This is why the Ministry of Information and Culture in 1976 adopted its 
decision to unify the distribution networks under the National Publishing and 
Distribution Company, which had in addition to taking charge of distributing 
all the papers and publications published in Algiers and inside the country, 
had to develop and promote sales abroad. 


The National Publishing and Distribution Company's activities continued until 
27 November 1982, when the company was restructured. We dwell on this experi- 
ence because efforts in the current phase and in the wake of the creation of 
the National Press Distribution Agency seek to eliminate all of the drawbacks 
and negative aspects and to find a final solution to the problem of press 
distribution. 


Though the National Publishing and Distribution Agency was entrusted with 

the dual task of publishing and distribution, distribution was given no 

priority at all. The Press Distribution Department enjoyed no independence 
whatsoever, especially financially. Despite the development in press sales, 

the press distribution agencies retained their structure and did not develop 

at all to meet new needs and requirements. In the central sector they continued 
to be organized in three parts--distribution, commercial utilization and 
accounting, in addition to two regional distribution centers in Constantine and 
Oran. Together, those agencies had 700 workers, most of them unskilled manual 
workers, 


The press distribution agencies found themselves engaged in numerous, varied 
and unrelated activities, thus finding themselves overcome by many severe 
problems that remained unsolved. For example, we cin cite the transportation 
sector, which 18 the mainstay of the work of such agencies. Of the 178 vehicles 
owned by the General Press Distribution Department, 116 were for the distribu- 
tion of papers. Of those, only 66 vehicles were usable. Moreover, many of the 
vehicles, especially the big trucks (29 trucks), were unfit for distribution 
work, which requires maneuverability and speed. The shortage of delivery 
vehicles put a strain on the few remaining operative vehicles, in 

addition to the problems they caused the drivers and the workers, considering 
that each vehicle had to make four trips daily (each trip was 50 kilometers 
long and involved dozens of stops). 


This 1s why the distribution of the dailies did not take place early, except 
in the cities of Alglers, Constantine and Oran and their suburbs, and often 
occurred between 1000-1700 in the morning. If we consider that most of the 
sale outlets close their doors during the «. . period, then the sale of the 
papers was at times delayed until 1500. 


Naturally, part of the distribution problem emanated from the shortage of 
human and material resources and from the poor quality and old age of the 
equipment. This was coupled with the poor organization of the internal work 
and the absence of an administration concerned with planning, programming and 
rational follow-up and development of the distribution operations. However, 
the major part of the problem was due to the fact that the National Publishing 
and Distribution Company had grown too big. The bigger this cumpany grew, the 
broader its jurisdiction and the more numerous its responsibilities became. 














In this situation, the company, like other large national establishments, 
needed specialization, a fair distribution of resources and clear-cut identi- 
fication of responsibilities, 


Restructuring Establishments 


For all these reasons and others, the National Press Distribution Agency has 
been set up under an organizational restructuring. The National Publishing 
and Distribution Company has been divided into four agencies: The National 
Book Agency, the National Printing Agency, the National School Instruments 
Agency and the National Press Distribution Agency. Tewfik Houari, director 

of the latter agency, spoke with us: "There is no doubt that the National 
Publishing and Distribution Company, with its large and numerous problems, was 
no longer capable of controlling the various sectors involved in distribution. 
Often, the proposed solutions did not take into consideration a fair distribu- 
tion of available resources. The resources were channeled only to the sectors 
that the company's general director viewed as extremely important. This was 
done at the expense of the other sectors, which are also extremely impoitant. 


"This is why the problems of these sectors given marginal attention continued 
to wait for a solution for so long, especially when the officials in charge 
could not make their voice heard and could not express the nature and dimen- 
sions of the problems. This situation perhaps created a kind of emphasis on 
the yeneral directorate and neglected the units, thus creating a sort of 
estrangement between the workers and top-level managers. 


"All this can explain a lot of the negative aspects, embodied especially in 
poor management, a small return and scattered responsibilities. With the 
restructuring of the agencies, we can now be optimistic because we find that 
every new agency knows precisely its special goals, needs and problems. Within 
the framework of the resources made available to each agency and with the 
specialization and full responsibility given each agency, we can say that most 
of the current problems will be solved in the near future.” 


National Press Distribution Agency 


The establishment of the National Press Distribution Agency comes in accordance 
with decree No 390-82 of 27 November 1982, It is a socialist agency of a commer- 
cial economic nature entrusted, within the framework of the national economic 

and social development plan, with monopolizing the regular importation and 
distribution of newspapers, magazines and periodicals at the national level 

and with distributing national newspapers and periodicals abroad. 


The agency's structure, units, management and work are governed by the princi- 
ples of the socialist organization's charter for agencies and by the provisions 
of the decree (promulgating) the law concerning the socialist management of 

the agencies and the regulations adopted to implement this law. The agency, 
which is controlled by the minister of information, enjoys a legal status and 
financial independence. The agency includes the workers council, the general 
director. unit managers and permanent committees. 








This being the legal framework of the new agency, what has been gained as a 
result of the restructuring of the National Publishing and Distribution Company? 
The answer to this question, which we have raised, will rema\n incomplete while 
we walt for the outcome of the proceedings of the divisional committee, formed 
from the ministries of information and culture and representatives of the 
company concerned, According to agency officials, the initial assessment is 
that its assets are poor, most elgnificant characteristics reflected in the 
limited and small area of the premises and warehouses and the age and 
inadequacy of the means of transportation, However, the agency has gained, 

as an initial result of the division, an important number of general] administra- 
tion and accounting department personnel (34 employees). 


(17 Jul 63 p 3] 


[Text] Yesterday we discussed the initiatives taken to solve the press dis- 
tribution problem and to insure a comprehensive distribution of the press to 
the public--initilatives that, along with the extensive development of the pro- 
cess of newspaper selling, produced several distribution models culminating 
with the establishment of the National Publishing and Distribution Company to 
deal with the present situation and {ts shortcomings. We will try here to 
review this situation and to touch on some of its problems, which become 
obvious when assessing the vast distances separating the publishing centers in 
Algiers, Constantine and Oran from the sales outlets, We will also touch on 
the projected solutions while underlining the relative improvement registered 
ln distribution recently, especially in the southern areas, Finally, we will 
touch on the new ayency's distribution plans that seek initially to create all 
the work conditions conductve to revitalizing and purging this sector in 
preparation for proceeding with comprehensive action to find a final solution 
to our country's press distribution problem, 


Viewpoint of Public, Municipalities and Press 


The public's complaints about poor and tnadequate distribution vary in kind 
and intensity according to language and place, These are complaints that can- 
not be eliminated totally, though at the same time the efforts exerted seek to 
reduce the intensity of the complaints and to narrow their scope. Arab press 
readers in the major citles where the national press 1s abundantly available 
criticize the small number of imported Arabic publications and the few number 
of coples Imported, These publications disappear as soon as they go on sale. 
Readers of the French press complain in turn about the small number of copies 
offered for sale, Keaders in the towns, municipalities and villages that are 
remote from the cltles, espectally in the south, have varying complaints and 
Wish at least that they could get the national newspapers early and regularly. 
As for the inhabitants of remote areas, they complain about the fact that they 
don't get the newspapers, 


The municipalities, for thelr part, complain of the problem of distribution. 
This has been verified by a study conducted by the Ministry of Information 
through the Ministry of Intertor within the framework of the efforts to find 

a solution to the distribution problem, This study, which contained questions 
on newspaper distribution in the municipalities, covered all of the municipali- 
ties to which the questions were supplied by the provinces. A total of 600 








municipalities answered the survey. On analyzing the answers, it became evi- 
dent that many municipalities complain that they do not receive the newspapers 
regularly. 


As for the distribution officials, they assert that there is poor distribution. 
For example, we find that 50 percent of the distributed volume of AL-SHA'B, 

which distributes 80 percent of its copies in seven provinces, goes to Algiers 
Province alone. This 1s why they demand that the sale inspection bureaus per- 
form the role entrusted to them in monitoring supply and sale operations to 
insure that they are conducted under the best conditions and as fast as possible. 


Distribution Offictals Keply 


In reply to all the complaints and criticism we took to him, brother Tewfik 
Houari, general director of the National Press Distribution Agency, said in 
explanation: 


"The public's complaints cannot be eliminated all at the same time because the 
efforts exerted, regardless of how great, and the limited current resources 
seek only to reduce the intensity and scope of the complaints. Relying on 
numerous indicators, we can say that the current distribution covers 606 
municipalities, with only 18 municipalities in the southernmost part of the 
country that we cannot cover because there is no transportation to them.” 

The National Press Distribution Agency director added: "As you know, we are 
an economically minded commercial agency that tries to maintain a balance 
between the political distribution compatible with the country’s goals and 

the commercial aspect because this agency is accountable whenever it registers 
a financial deficit. In our ceaseless efforts to bring the daily wewspaper 

to every population center, regardless of how remote, on a timely basis, we 
often ignore the commercial aspect. In some municipalities where only five 
copies are sold and where the cost of distributing each copy exceeds 5 dinars, 
we have not stopped distribution even though we are faced with the lack of a 
distribution point. On the contrary, we do not hesitate to ask for the help 
of the local authorities to intervene and compel whomever they find suitable 
to undertake the sale of these few copies, considering that most of the vendors 
are illiterate and that the sale of newspapers requires special efforts in 
waiting for and collecting the copies, storing unsold copies, preparing bills 
and so forth. All these steps are a burden to the vendors, who quickly stop 
selling, especially if they use this activity as extra work. 


"As for your statement regarding the poor distribution of the national news- 
papers, it is necessary to remember that the distribution areas are divided 
between AL-SHA'B, AL-NASRK and AL~JUMHURIYAH and that the three newspapers can- 
not be distributed simultaneously for fear that this may result in one news- 
paper overwhelming another. 


"As for the importation of foreign newspapers, we carry out the instructions 

of the Ministry of Information, to which we send lists of newspapers, magazines 
and periodicals and the ministry approves whatever it deems fit and determines 
the volume to be imported. The ministry may be strict in making thie determina- 
tion so as to safeguard the status of the national press. 
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"he for your question regarding the limited variety of Arabic papers, it 1s 
no secret to you that this varlety was limited to start with and that it has 
been further decreased by suspension of the dealings with Egypt and by the 
war in Lebanon, in addition to the |Iraq-Iran war--all of which limit our 
selection opportunities, but with the awakening of the Arab expatriate press, 
we can be a little optimistic, coasidering that we are not reluctant to 
import whatever 1# good in this press, and in large numbers," 


Improved Distribution 


One of the urgent goale that the National Press Distribution Agency seeks to 
achieve in its new advance is to improve distribution throughout Algeria. 
Speaking of this effort, brother Boudah Sadi, the official in charge of the 
agency's commercial branch, asserts: 


As an initial result of this effort, and thanks to a bolstering of the means 
of transportation as of this year, 1t has been possible to register a relative 
improvement in newspaper distribution, both in terms of time and place, con- 
sidering that the dally newspapers are now distributed between 0600 and 0930, 
This improvement is evident in the south. 


After the visit of brother Chadli Bendjedid, president of the republic and 
party secretary general, to the southern provinces and his emphasis on the 

need to improve distribution, a number of inspectors were sent to study news- 
paper distribution on the spot. A joint committee was also formed with Algerian 
Airlines and it was agreed to increase the volume of the newspapers shipped by 
Yokker aircraft in which the priority 1s given to trips ranging in distance 

from 70 to OO kilometers. Inthe future, it will be possible to take part in 
determining flight schedules and regulating the round trip schedules to suit 

the distribution of newspapers at the best times, 


Thanks to these measures, which have been implemented, EL MOUDJAHID 18 now 
distributed every morning in Tamanrasset, Adrar, Bechar, Timimoun, Ouargla, 
Laghouat and Ghardala, whereas this distribution a few months ago used to take 
place at 1700, and at times 24 hours late. This is in addition to the fact 
that perlodicals and weeklies, such as the weekly EL MOUDJAHID, ALGERIE 
ACTUALITE, REVOLUTLON AFRICAINE, and EL HADEF, are now delivered regularly 

and distributed at the same time they are distributed in the capital. 


Deprived Municipalities 


Even though the National Press Distribution Agency has its own means of trans- 
portation to distribute immediately those newspapers shipped by air, the agency 
still uses other means of transportation available to the National Passenger 
Transportation Company and municipal means of transportation to distribute 
these newspapers, especially for long distances that the agency cannot cover 
with ite available resources, However, 18 municipalities, such as Ilizi, 
hordjomar Idris, Bord) beni Kegyane, Reguibat and others in the southernmost 
part of the country, which cannot be reached regularly because they are not 
linked to any paved roads and extend over hundreds of ‘:ilometers, continue to 
be deprived of distribution. 
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While these places wait to be freed from this isolation, the ideal solution 

for which might be the use of helicopters, the local autho. ities, who are in 
almost daily contact with these municipalities, must undertake the distribu- 
tion operation, especially since the number of newspapers to be distributed 

iw» not such that it cannot be distributed with the mail, for example. 


Printing and [ts Relationship to Distribution 


Improved communications among the country's various areas can help develop 
distribution operations. But this is not the only decisive factor. Press 
distribution will remain in disarray as long as the printing problem is not 
solved, Most of newspapers suffer from this problem as a result of the old 
aye of their printing presses, which results in frequent and unexpected tech- 
nical breakdowns that are reflected in distribution and sales. Regarding 
this situation, brother (al-Tayyib Musharri), the official in charge of 
distribution at the National Press Distribution Agency, said: 





"The printing operation 1s supposed to be finished by midnight and the delivery 
vehicles are supposed to have been loaded and on their way by 0100. But we 
find in fact that printing 1s late and that this delay is reflected in the 
distribution operation because the flow and movement of the distribution 
vehicles becomes difficult in the traffic, which becomes heavier after sunrise. 
Ultimately, this destroys the distribution priorities. 


"In ordinary cases, when the newspaper is printed at the right time, priority 
in distribution is given to places farther away and to supplying means of 
transportation that are not under the agency's control. Then come the major 
cities and their suburbs. But in the case of a late run, the priorities change 
completely and are given to distribution in the major cities and their suburbs 
(Algiers, Constantine, Oran and Annaba) so that the delay is not compounded." 


On the other hand, there 18 another aspect of the printing problem. In view 
of the relationship between printing and distribution in the capital, AL-SHA'B 
and EL, "OUDJAHLD are printed in the capital. (EL MOUDJAHID is also printed in 
addition to AL-NASR, in Constantine). EL MOUDJAHID is printed in Oran, along 
with AL-~JUMHURIYAH, Any delay in printing a newspaper causes a major flaw in 
distribution and a loss to the delayed newspaper, whose circulation is 
diminished, This newspaper can be distributed separately by transportation 
owned by the Press Distribution Agency but the planes, municipal buses and 
National Passenger Transportation Company cannot wait for the late newspaper 
to arrive, 


Future Horizon 


Explaining the goals and future plans of the National Press Distribution Agency, 
brother Tewfik Houari said: 


"The efforts are focused in this phase on surveying and combining our resources 
and on improving working conditions. The agency is being organized and struc- 
tured through the establishment of a general directorate, a directorate 
specialized in newspaper distribution and provincial directorates that super- 
vise from Algiers, Constantine, Oran and Gardaya the distribution network that 





covers the entire country. The three provincial units have been strengthened 
with a new unit in Cardaya. 


"Thanks to the important resources that have been made available to the new 
agency, it will be able to strengthen its working methods this year. For 
example, it has obtained 92 Mazda light trucks and 14 other trucks. This has 
made it possible to allocate two vehicles instead of one for every long trip, 
with one vehicle proceeding straight to the province capital while the other 
makes stops on the way to distribute newspapers to the various sale outlets, 
thus insuring speedy delivery, reducing the work burdens and providing better 
maintenance for the distribution vehicles. 


"The agency is also exerting efforts to introduce office automation into its 
work methods to establish better control and to insure effective accoun.ing 
and speedy distribution. We have also presented several plans to the Ministry 
of Planning for building a headquarters and four provincial directorates for 
the company." 
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[Text] Though in the two preceding parts we reviewed the various phases and 
experiences undergone by press distribution in our country; 


And though we also defined in them the nature of the current distribution 
problem, this is not to focus on negative aspects without emphasizing positive 
ones. This is why we will try here, by looking at figures and relying on 
available statistics, to go deeper into the issue to familiarize ourselves 
more closely with the dimensions of the real developments in the distribution 
and circulation of national papers, especially in the period from 1976 to 
1982. We will not forget to mention the percentage of returns, which seems 
large for some newspapers. However, it reveals the true nature of the present 
situation and the major efforts that must be exerted to improve distribution, 
which cannot be separated from the content of the national papers, so that 
they can better respond to reality and to the needs of the reading public. 


Printing and Its Relationship to Distribution 


The National newspaper circulation has undergone important developments since 
independence. Since 1976, this circulation has recorded considerable leaps 
despite old printing presses, which have a very limited capacity making it 
impossible to increase production, especially for the papers issued in the 
national language. Moreover, this printing problem has halted the publica- 
tion of a large number of national newspapers that were issued in limited 
editions or in just one edition last year to remind us of their presence and 
to keep their names in the list of national newspapers. This is what we see 
in the attached statistics. 


Generally, we can say that the development in circulation has been confined 

to the more widely distributed national newspapers, which we cite as a success- 
ful example. We rely in this on the figures and data contained in the supple- 
ments to the report on information policy issued by the party's Information 
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and Culture Committee in May 1982 and also on the statistics supplied by the 
statistical section of the National Press Distribution Agency, especially the 
statistics pertaining to the last 2 years, which define the nature of this 
development. This development is summed up in the following: 


El, MOUDJAHID 


In 1976, the daily EL MOUDJAHID recorded sales of 33.6 million copies. This 
figure jumped to 71.7 million copies in 1980, a growth of 43 percent. This 
newspaper's circulation continued to grow, amounting to 85 million copies in 
1981, an increase of 152.3 percent compared with 1976, EL MOUDJAHID thus 
increased its sales 2.5 times in 6 years (1976-81), an annual growth rate of 
40 percent, keeping in mind that the circulation dropped last year to 
83,617,734 copies because of printing problems. However, it is expected that 
this newspaper's development will continue in the coming years by virtue of 
its (popularity) at home and abroad. But this development will run only from 
10 to 20 percent because the other Arabic-language dailies will experience 
enormous development in the same period when they employ the modern technical 
systems that are now being acquired. These dailies will be thus responding 
to the growing number of Arabic readers. 


AL~SHA'B 


AL-SHA'B is second in terms of circulation. It sold 3.9 million copies in 
1976, and the figure rose to 6.4 miilion in 1978, a growth of 172.6 pervént 

[as published]. Circulation continued to grow, totaling 17.6 million copies 

in 1980 and20,9 million in 1981, a growth rate of 431.5 percent compared with 
the figure recorded in 1976. However, circulation dropped to 17.5 million 
copies last year due to printing capabilities that are limited to 80,000 copies 
on the one hand and, on the other hand, the occasional delay in publishing the 
paper until the morning--a delay that curtails its distribution and increases 
the number of unsold copies. 


AL~NASR 


AL-NASR sales amounted to 2.7 million copies in 1976 and rose to 6 million 
copies [no time span given], a growth of 119 percent. In the following years, 
the growth in sales continued, amounting to nearly 9.9 million copies in 1980, 
a 65-percent growth compared with 1978. Sales in 1981 rose to more than 13,5 
million copies, a 35-percent increase over 1980 and 395-percent increase over 
sales recorded in 1976. Thus, AL-NASRK is third in circulation but leads 
national newspapers insofar as rate of circulation growth is concerned. The 
significance of this growth becomes apparent if we take into consideration its 
narrow distribution, which is confined to the eastern area, However, this 
growth, which declined in 1982 when sales dropped to 11,434,904 copies, indi- 
cates the broad horizon for spreading the use of Arabic in the areas covered 
by the newspaper. 


AL~ JUMHURLYAH 


As for AL~JUMHURIYAH, which is issued in West Algeria, it sold 4.7 million 
copies of its French-language edition in 1976. But the paper's shift to Arabic 
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caused {ts sales to drop to 1.6 million copies [year not given], declining by 
189.6 percent. But with the development undergone by the newspaper--a develop- 
ment strengthened by the growing number of readers of Arabic--sales again rose 
to 3.5 million coples in 1980 and to 4.3 million copies in 1981, thus recording 
a 23,7-percent growth in sales compared with 1980. Last year, the paper's 
circulation continued to develop, amounting to 3,953,458 copies, an increase 

of 142.4 percent over sales recorded when the newspaper was Arabized. 


ALGERIE ACTUALITE 


This magazine also experienced a rapid development in its sales in the 1976-78 
period, with its circulation rising from 2.4 million to 5.4 million copies, an 
increase of 121 percent. This growth rate continued to develop, amounting to 
59 percent in 1980, with total sales of 8 million copies. But sales dropped 
slightly in 1981, declining to 7.6 million copies, a drop of 12.77 percent. 
But this drop 1s due to the competition of the daily EL MOUDJAHID, which is 
becoming more intensely competitive. This competition is reflected in the new 
drop in the magazine's sales, which amounted to 6.1 million copies [in 1982], 
a decline of 39.4 percent compared to 1980. It is expected that this decline 
will be checked and that circulation will stabilize around 10 million copies 
annually in coming years, a rate of 200,000 copies weekly. 


KI, HADEF 


Despite the intensifying competition by the national daily newspapers--a compe- 
tition that will cause EL HADEF, a sports weekly, to grow at a slower pace in 
future years--this paper's sales experienced considerable development between 
1976 and 1982, These sales did not exceed 1.9 million copies in 1976 but grew 
by 59.1 percent to reach 2.7 million copies in 1978. This growth did not stop 
{n 1980 when the paper's circulation totaled 3,3 million copies and exceeded 
this figure, reaching 3.6 million copies, in 1981, an increase of 115 percent 
compared with the circulation recorded in 1976. Last year, EL HADEF's circula- 
tion totaled 4,043,680 copies, up 12.6 percent over 1981, 


To demonstrate further, we cite the following chart, which defines volume of 
distribution and growth in sales between 1976 and 1981, 


We conclude from the attached chart that the circulation recorded by AL-SHA'B 
in 1981, 21 million coptes, 18 25 percent of the circulation recorded in the 
same period by the daily EL MOUDJAHID, keeping in mind that this percentage 

did not exceed 10 percent in 1976. If we take into consideration the circula- 
tion of the Arabic~-language AL-~NASR and AL-~JUMHURIYAH in 1981, amounting to 
more than 17 million copies or the equivalent of 20 percent of EL MOUDJAHID 
circulation, we see the obvious development in the category of readers of 
Arabic who have come to take their place in forming public opinion trends in 
Algeria by virtue of the fact that the national Arabic-language newspapers have 
achieved a distribution of nearly 39 million copies or nearly 45 percent of the 
sales of the printed national press. This indicates a tendency toward estab- 
lishing a balance between papers published in the foreign language [French] 

and papers published in Arabic, whereas in 1976 the balance was in favor of 

the French-language press, which had 85 percent of the total circulation in 
that year, 
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[Text] We continue here the discussion we started yesterday with figures and 
statistics concerning the growth in sales of the six most widely distributed 
national papers in Algeria (EL MOUDJAHID, AL~SHA'B, AL-NASR, AL-~JUMHURIYAH, 
ALCERIE ACTUALITE and EL HADEF) in the period 1976-82. But through this study, 
which is the first of its kind and which covers all of the national papers, we 
will try to familiarize ourselves closely, but briefly, with the basic components 
of the major publications, including active and passive factors concerning the 
papers that are issued once or twice a year. 


Press Distribution and Sales 


The statistics supplied by the statistical section--which is one of the active 
sections of the National Press Distribution Agency--enable us to truly grasp 

the growth achieved by our press last year, keeping in mind that the various 
tables here do not include figures on subscriptions to the national press, since 
these subscriptions are entered directly with the establishments concerned, or 
the figures on distribution abroad. 


Looking at the number of subscriptions, let us take AL-SHA'B as an example. 
According to the paper's officials concerned with subscriptions, these totaled 
5,000 in 1982. By simple calculation, we can figure the number of annual sales 
through subscriptions, estimated at 317,000 copies annually. 


The tables illustrate the distribution of all of the national papers issued in 
Algeria, be they daily, weekly, semimonthly, monthly or periodic, as well as the 
papers published irregularly. Generally, these tables show distribution in 1982 
in terms of distribution per edition and annual distribution, as well as the 
percentage of annual returns. Table 1 covers the Arabic-language papers and 
Table 2 includes distribution of the national French-language papers in the 

game year and contains the same factors as Table 1. 


Moreover, there is the dual national press, which is published in two languages 
(Arabic and French) equally divided in the same edition or in which the volume 
of articles published in French exceeds that of article published in Arabic. 
These are shown in Table 3, which covers distribution by edition, annual 
distribution and sales and the percentage of returns of the same edition in 
both languages. 


We find from these tables that the final outcome of the distribution of national 
papers in 1982 was 162,363,445 copies distributed throughout the various parts 
of the country, with 129,898,482 copies sold and 32,464,963 copies, or 20 per- 
cent of those distributed, returned. 


Nationa] Arab and French Press 
We can also see that distribution of the national papers published in French 
exceeds by 138.1 percent distribution of the national papers issues in Arabic. 


This difference is reflected in turn in the sales that are also tipped in favor 
of the French papers, which outsell papers published in Arabic by 196.6 percent. 


LT 





Returns of Arabic papers exceed those of papers in French by 9.6 percent. On 
the other hand, the papers published in both languages in the same edition 
don't seem to be successful, considering that their returns average 50.55 per- 
cent, keeping in mind that the number of Arabic papers distributed (28 papers) 
{s 75 percent more than the number of French papers distributed (16 papers), 
the total number of papers distributed amounting to 44, 


Inevitable Observations 


Though EL MOUDJAHID is the most widely distributed and sold national paper, 
constituting 61 percent and 64 percent respectively [presumably of the Arabic- 
language and French-language] of paper [sales], its returns are not the lowest. 
AL-ASALAH is the magazine with the lowest returns percentage, 4.89, followed 
by AL-TASLIYAH magazine with returns of 5.88 percent and AL-RISALAH with 
returns of 6.44 percent. 


As for the papers with the worst returns percentage, HAQA'IQ MADINAT AL-.JAZA' IR 
tops the list with returns of 81.58 percent, followed by AL-THAWKAH WA AL-FALLAH 
magazine with a returns percentage of 60.40 percent and REVOLUTION ET TRAVAIL 
magazine, published in French, with returns of 60.13 percent. 


The least published and distributed magazine is AL-JIRAHAH AL-JAZA' IRIYAH, of 

which only one edition was published last year in 501 copies, of which 210 were 

sold. This magazine was followed by AL-INDIMAJ, with a total of two editions, ; 
each of 504 copies. A total of 1,007 copies were distributed and only 695 

copies were sold. AL-TIBB AL-JAZA'IRI ranked third, with one edition published, 

a total of 1,310 copies distributed and 1,031 copies sold. 


Main Elements in National Press 


Table 4 covers the main elements comprising the national press and its true 
dimensions. These elements pertain in particular to the daily and weekly 
papers, the papers of popular organizations, the papers published separately 
in two languages and, finally, children's papers. 


Significant Figures 


It is evident from the previous table that distribution of the daily 

El, MOUDJAHID exceeds by 55,098,522 copies the distribution of the three dailies 
published in Arabic (AL-SHA'B, AL-NASR and AL-JUMHURIYAI ). This difference is 
also reflected in sales, where the difference amounts to 50,760,351 copies. 


As for the difference in distribution between the popular papers (REVOLUTION ET 
TRAVAIL and AL~WAHDAH AL~JAZA'IRIYAH), it is more by 134,908 copies for the 
Arabic papers. But the situation changes if the sales that turn in favor of 
the papers published in French, i.e. 158,145 copies, are calculated. If we 

add Al-~THAWRAH WA AL~FALLAH and AWWAL NUFIMBIR, which are published in Arabic 
only, this greater distribution reaches 225,143 copies, thus tipping the scales 
by 210,117 copies in favor of the Arabic press. 
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Table 1. Distribution, Sales and Returns, Arabic Press, 1982 


Distribution Annuai Percentage of 








Paper by Edition Distribution Annual sales annual returns 
AL-SHA'B 80 ,000 23,843,436 17,469,021 26.73 
AL~NASR 45,000 15,283,061 11,434,904 25.17 
AL~ JUMHURIYAH 15,000 5 ,000 , 887 3,953,458 20.94 
AL-' ASR 25,000 865,269 637,726 26.29 
AL-MUJAHID (Weekly) 16,000 787,549 337,557 57.90 
AL~ALWAN AL~JAMILAH 50,000 344,619 145 ,083 29.70 
AL~WAHDAH 11,000 332,596 233,829 17.17 
MUQAYDISH 42,200 253,281 209,782 35.79 
JARIDATI 35 ,000 192,363 123,524 50.21 
LAWWIN WA IKTASHIF 50,000 152,845 76,106 12,27 
ALWAN 84,000 160 ,878 141,138 32.26 
AlL~JAYSH 9, 300 106,520 72,045 38.24 
MULHAQ AMAL 24,000 95,775 59,153 39,51 
AL~THAWRAH WA AL~FALLAH 13,000 92,475 36,618 50.76 
AL~THAQAFAH 8,000 80,882 39,836 49,96 
AL-~JAZA' [RIYAH 8,000 68,087 46,321 32.32 
MARWAN WA AL~HISAN 

AL~SIHR1 50, 300 50,338 23,998 27.92 
AMAL 23,500 47,155 33,989 21.35 
AL-~THAWRAH WA AL~' AMAL 8,000 40, 361 31,742 49.48 
AL ~JIRDHAN 35,581 35,581 17 ,608 60.40 
BAYAH AL~JABBAR 34,162 34,162 - 6.44 
AL-RISALAH 20,210 20,210 18,910 28.93 
AL~MAKTABAH AL~SHA' BIYAH 15,673 15,673 11,138 36.18 
AL-RU'YA 5 000 15,008 9,578 35.91 
AL~SHURTAH 5 5500 10,955 7,021 - 31. 36 
MAJALLAT AL~'ULUM 

AL~IJTIMA' IYAH 4,000 9,514 6,505 4,89 
AL~ASALAH 4,817 4,817 4,581 29.21 
MAJALLAT AL~TARIKH 1,800 3,519 2,921 31.97 
AL~ JAWAB 2,261 2,261 1,538 - 

47,968, 323 35,212,109 26.59 


Grand Total 











On the other hand, distribution of the dual press issued in two different edi- 
tions--including insofar as the French papers are concerned REVOLUTION AFRIQUE, 
El, DJELCH, REVOLUTION ET TRVAIL, AL-JAZA'LRIYAH and AL-WAHDAH and including from 
the Arab press the weekly AL-MUJAHID, AL-THAWRAH WA AL-'AMAL, AL-JAZA'IRIYAH, 
AL-WAHDAH, MAJALLATI, AWWAL NUFIMBIRK and AL-THAWRAH WA AL~FALLAH--is in favor of 
the Arab press by a difference of 303,905 copies and by higher sales of 49,996 
copies in favor of the Arab press. 


Children's Papers 


The seven children's papers are characterized by their large runs, ranging from 
34,000-50,000 copies. but the run is not regular and AL~ALWAN AL-JAMILAH 
magazine, the most frequently published magazine, issued only seven editions 

in 1982 whereas only one edition of MARWAN AL-HISAN AL-SIHRI and of AL-JIRDHAN 
and BAYAH AL-~JABBAR magazines were issued. 


Table 2. Distribution, Sales and Returns, French Press, 1982 


Distribution Annual Percentage 











Paper by Edition Distribution Annual sales of returns 
EL, MOUDJAHID 300 ,000 99,225,906 83,617,734 15.72 
ALGERLE ACTUALITE 150,000 8,378,920 6,143,355 26,68 
LE BUT 100 ,000 5,381,175 4,043,680 24,86 
REVOLUTION AFRICAINE 14,000 715,744 484,831 33,26 
EL. DJELCH 11,300 129,563 84,890 43,48 
REVOLUTION ET TRAVAIL 10,000 193,593 77,183 60.13 
AL-WAHDAH 9,600 96,059 62,487 34,95 
USBU' AL-HIJRAH 2,000 36,731 26,031 29.13 
AL-JAZA' IRI FI URUBBA 2,000 28,131 22,762 19,23 
AWWAL NUFIMBIR 5,000 27,760 15,354 44,69 
MAJALLAT AL-~TASLIYAH 19,350 19,350 18,212 5. 88 
AL-JAZA' IRLYAH 8,000 16,414 14,077 14,20 
MAJALLAT AL~‘ULUM 

AL-LJTIMA' LYAH 4,000 9,514 6,505 31.36 
MAJALLAT AL~TIBB 

AL-JAZA' IRI 1,310 1,310 1,031 21.29 
AL- INDIMAJ 504 1,007 695 30.98 
TARIKH AL~JAZA'IR 

AL-JIRAHI 503 - 210 58,25 
Grand Total 114,233,977 94,603,683 17,18 
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Table 3. Distribution, Sales and Returns, Dual-language Press, 1982 














Distribution Annual Percentage 

Paper by edition Distribution Annual sales of returns 
AL~SHASHATAYN 8,500 65,817 39,271 40.33 
HAQA' LQ MADINAT 

AL~JAZA' IR 10,000 60,752 11,191 81.58 
DALIL AL-~MUWATIN 29,538 29,531 26,673 9.69 
EL. HINDISS 
(AL~MUHANDIS) 5,038 5,038 2,555 49.28 
Grand Total - 161,142 79,690 50.55 





21 














oT°Ze ¢s* S9e°e7Z ol” ELEe*Ist*t (HOIGCfAG Ta *INIVOINIV 
NOILNIOATY--SSeig SuoTty 
-eBzyTue8ig azertndog) youe ray 
AjTe .eredss 
seSenZue[ oA ut penssy 
TE OY Ov- T19*Zts¢ %¢° ¢/7° 298 TeIaol suoTAezTueS1xz0 Aaetndog 
9T SE 8z° +9s*eoe i 607° T9S (HVTTIVI-TV VM HVUMVHI-TV 
“WIGRIAON TVMMY “‘HVCHVM-TV 
“HVAIUI ,VZVCf-IV “TVR, 
-TV VM HVUMVHI-TV) 2TqQe1V 
L£L2°69 tt° Lyl*est sTt° 990‘ 90€ (SLINA, 1 
“INNGIYIOTV,1 “TIVAVEL 
IZ NOILAIOAWY) Youszyz 
SuCTIezTues1i0 sze[ndog 
£8°LZz Log +7 ‘600 TT 0 *6 €6€ *E97‘ST TeIoL ATYIEm 
WN 
WN 
€t°Zs 9Z° LSS * LEE 6%° 67S* 282 (GIHVCNAK-TY) °tTqQe3aVv 
87°92 7Z°8 998‘*TZ9‘OT 76°8 oye *Clo‘eT (INIVOTGAV 
NOILNIOATY ‘AICVH Ta 
“ALITVALOV FYINIOTV) Yousazy 
ATY2OM 
CcZ°St 99°68 LItSS2e ‘Olt 8z7°S8s 067° ESESEYVT TeI3o0y AT Teq 
€o°cZ 6Z7°SZ ese *zce*ZeE “Se. LZ Soy (HVAIYAHWNE TV 
USVN-TV “@,VHS-TV) 2TQeay 
(GIHVPANOW Ta) Yousazy 
TL °ST L€°%9 HoZ*LT9SES It*t9 906 ‘S77 *66 AT Teg 
suanjei yTenuue sseid yRUOTIeU Sates TRenuuy ssaid [euoTyeu uo+ryngTaysTp adky 
JO quadliag JO quadiad se JO 4uedied se Tenuuy 


ae uoTangT4ayasig aqeil uoTanqTaystq 


[z7e6t ATqeumseaad] AroZajepg Aq *suanqjay pue sates ‘uoTangyz3stq “y eTqeL 








,;7° > 
—_~- & 


$6°T? 


cs*os 


$3°9r 


tt 


6<° 


T8O* Zyl 


eTe*ozc*T 


069°62 


99e°ClZ 


€T* 


oZ°T 


€Tt* 


68° 


TSl*siz 


£*292°7 


Set‘ ist 


SL7°SCH*T 


UVGEYEr-T¥ H¥YAYE ‘NYRCMIC-I¥ 
“JIRSYLNI ¥A NIAAVI 
“ITIVGINVR ‘HSICGAVYOOK 

“HY IIKYE-T¥ N¥ATY-T¥ ‘IQHIS 
—T¥ NYSIR-T¥ ¥S N¥MUYR 


S UaIPT TD 


TeI¢Q] 4aFenBueyjl-Teng 


(NILIVYAAR-TY 
TIT¥d SSIGNIR Tg 
“(XAVIVESVHS-TY) “YI, ¥7¥r 
-T¥ IYNIGYK O01, VOVR 
-—-uU0TIIpe sues ut 
sa8entueyT ong SHSAVP-T¥ 
“CIHVPAR-TY--SSeig suoTt3 
-eztTue8ip xzerndog) dTQezy 





ay 








(20 Jul 63 p 3] 


[Text] One of the most important aspects of the press distribution problem is 
perhaps found in the dissatisfaction with the distribution of the foreign press 
in our country. During the colonialist era, sales outlets received all kinds of 
Western papers, especially French, which altogether served the French presence 
in Algeria and strengthened its domination. After independence, the country’s 
national policy sought to purge this sector and to reduce the distribution of 
foreign papers, in terms of number of papers distributed and copies sold. At 
the same time, this policy opened the door to the fraternal Arab press. b5ut 
the present situation, with the large growth in number of readers, changes in 
their types, interests and views and the relative failure of the national press 
to offer complete and comprehensive information, brings a growing demand for 
foreign papers, especially since the world is undergoing a communications 
revolution that is about to wipe out borders between nations. 


Actual Situation of Foreign Press Distribution 


The demand for foreign papers, despite their high price, greatly exceeds the 
supply because of the limited distribution and the small number of copies 
available. The large and constant growth in the size of sectors that seek 
these papers has not been countered by an increase in the number of copies dis- 
tributed; distribution has remained virtually stable for several years. How- 
ever, readers of French find a wide range of selections (147 titles) from which 
to choose. But these readers complain of the small number of copies offered 
for sale. On the other hand, readers of Arabic are displeased with the small 
selection (57 titles) available and the small number of copies offered for 
sale, since these copies are often sold only a few minutes after being dis- 
played. This is in addition to the limited scope of distribution of the foreign 
papers, namely, the major cities in the north. Sales are confined to just 500 
outlets, only 25 percent of the distribution network. This makes it impossible 
for readers of both Arabic and French to find these publications. 


Reducing Size of Foreign Press 


The fact is that the actions of the authorities, whether concerned with guidance 
or with importation and distribution, are not subject to a clear and consistent 
policy, considering that the importation policy has undergone several changes 
parallelling the change in the country's political line and the change in 
officials. However, the common denominator in all these operations has been 
from the outset the aim of reducing the number of foreign papers circulated, 
keeping in mind that the Ministry of Information's annual statement concerning 
foreign publications does not mean that they are distributed directly because 
copies of all of the distributed publications first pass through the Ministry 

of Information's Press Censorship Authority, which either licenses the sale of 
the paper or stamps it "not for sale” if the publication contains any statements, 
information or topics that undermine the country or its political line. The 
National Press Distribution Agency sells these editions, along with returned 
copies of the national and foreign papers, to the National Cellulose Industries 
Organization for use as raw material. 














The number of titles distributed in Algeria before 1956 was more than 3,000, 
the overwhelming majority of them in French, After independence, this number 
was gradually reduced to one-fifth in 1971. This total was distributed as 
follows: France (366), Egypt (33), Italy (31), FRG (22), Britain (19) and the 
United States (13). 


This decrease continued until the figure reached 273 titles in 1975, with the 
most important titles distributed as follows: France (107), Egypt (33), 
Belgium (8), USSR (8), the United States (5), China (5), FRG and GDK (4) and 
Switzerland (4), 


It is to be noted here that in addition to the big drop in the number of for- 
eign papers between 1971 and 1975, there was an opening up to the socialist 
countries (15 titles), and a decline from West Europe and the United States 
(310 titles). The number of papers imported from France dropped from 368 to 
134, of Italian papers from 34 to 4 and of FRG papers from 22 to 2, in addition 
to the almost total (disappearance) of U.S. and British titles. As for Arabic 
publications, their number rose slightly from 35 titles in 1971 to 57 in 1978 
compared with 171 titles in foreign languages (French, English, Italian and 
Spanish) in the same year, 


In 1979, the number of foreign papers was 226 papers distributed as follows: 
France (134), Fyypt (27), USSR (16), Iraq (14), Libya (7), Tunisia (5), China 
(5), 7RG and GDR (5), Italy (4), Syria (3), 2 each from Switzerland and the 
United States and 1 each from Lebanon and Spain, 


Though this number rose to 320 in 1980, it declined again, to 217, in 1982, 
which 1s the number of foreign publications distributed in Algeria this year. 


Thus, it is evident that the Prench still top the list of foreign publications 
in our country, exceeding by nearly 2.5 times the total number of Arabic papers 
and that they cannot be compared with the other foreign papers collectively, 
such as English, German, Italian and Spanish, As for the distribution figures, 
the gap 19 so wide that it 1s not right to compare French press [circulation] 
with the Arabic press even though it is possible to compare some papers, as is 
evident in the attached tables. 


As for specialized publications circulated in 1983, they are as follows: 
children's (74), cinema, literature and arts (42), entertainment, sports and 
tourlem (35), economic and culture (22), information (6), youth press (5), home 
decoration and design (3). 


Table 1 illustrates distribution and sales of foreign publications and the sales 
and returns percentage of each, The table consists of two parts: One pertaining 
to daily papers and the other to magazines and periodicals. The figures in the 
table are for 1982, 


As for table 2, it shows distribution, sales and percentage of returns of the 

12 most widely circulated Arabic papers in Algeria in 1982, keeping in mind that 
the Arabic papers in circulation this year are distributed as follows: Libya 
(8), Tunisia (7), Lebanon (7), Palestine (6), Kuwait (3), Saudi Arabia (2), 
Western Sahara (1), Iraq (1), Qatar (1), UAE (1), France (8), Britain (2)--Arab 
papers published in France and Britain are expatriate or international papers, 
USSR (6), China (2), GDR (1) and Bulgaria (1). 
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Aw for table 3, it pertains to the 10 most widely distributed and circulated 
French papers in Algeria in 1982; the source of the figures is the National 
Press Distribution Agency. 


General Observations 


{t can be seen from the two preceding tables that the percentage of returns 

for the 10 most widely circulated Arabic papers ranges from .19 to 8.24, 
excluding AL-HURRIYAH magazine, whose returned copies amount to 33.27 percent. 
The percentage of returns for French publications ranges from .10 to 16.44, 
excluding AFRIQUE ASIE magazine, whose returns amount to 21.31 percent, keeping 
in mind that the returns percentage for the Arab papers was 12 last year, thus 
exceeding by 5 percent the returns for foreign publications, which did not 
exceed 7 percent, 


We must note here that the distribution figures by edition are not commensurate 
with the annual distribution figures from publication to publication. This is 
due, of course, to the number of copies in which each edition is issued--a 
number that varies according to the frequency of publication (daily, weekly, 
semimonthly, quarterly, seasonal and so forth). 


As for table 4, it illustrates the distribution of English, Italian, German and 
Spanish publications in 1983, as well as the returns percentages. 


Subscriptions to Foreign Publications 


It must also be noted here that the National Press Distribution Agency includes 
a special section for subscriptions to the foreign press and that the subscrip- 
tions are mainly for specialized publications, such as magazines on medicine 

and architecture, with the subscriptions to informational magazines and 
periodicals not exceeding 10 percent of all subscriptions. We should keep in 
mind that the publications included in these subscriptions cannot be distributed 
through ordinary channels due to the small demand for them and their high cost. 


Subscriptions have also undergone considerable development. The number of 
publications subscribed to in 1975 totaled 3,000. By 1979, the number had 
risen to 13,000, including 3,000 publications for the ministries, public agen- 
cles and local governments. The other 10,000 subscriptions were for private 
individuals. By 1982, the number of subscriptions had risen to 30,000, for 
15,000 publications, worth 14 million dinars. 


The number of subscriptions could rise if the extreme slowness of delivery were 
overcome, The citizen makes payment to the National Press Distribution Agency 
after receiving a permit to subscribe to a certain magazine, which he does not 
receive until 6 months, and at times even 1 year, later, when the magazine will 
have lost its importance, The main reason for this delay, according to the 
explanations of agency officials, is that all applications are sent to a 

single authority, the branch of the (Algerian Popular Loan) located near Port 
Sa'id Square, With its present resources, tnis branch cannot process 30,000 
applications. 
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Therefore, as long as freedom to subscribe is guaranteed, is would be worthwhile 
to find a ready solution to this situation and offer the necessary facilities 

to the public by including subscriptions as a prepaid postal parcel so that 
people, upon receiving the subscription permit, would be able to pay for the 
subscription at any bank or post office. This would alleviate a burden on the 
National Press Distribution Agency, whose task would be confined to guidance, 
control and the issuance of subscription permits. 


To cope with the subscription problem, the National Press Distribution Agency 
has submitted a plan for dealing with a limited number of distribution firms 
instead of dealing with hundreds of publishers. Despite increased costs, this 
approach guarantees the required efficiency and speed and saves a great deal of 
effort. According to this plan, which can be implemented as of the beginning 
of next year if it is approved, the National Press Distribution Agency would 
prepare a limited number of collective lists and the Algerian Popular Loan 
{Bank] would then make the remittances for each list. 


Table 1. Annual Distribution of Foreign Press, 1982 


























Annual Percentage Percentage 
Type distribution of sales Annual sales of returns 
Daily Papers 8,640,098 89.16 7,703,153 10.84 
Magazines & 
periodicals 6,612,357 93.46 6,180,205 6.54 
Grand total 15,252,455 91.02 13,883,358 8.98 

Table 2. The Arabic Press, 1982 
Distribution Annual Percentage 

Publication by edition distribution of returns 
AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 2,000 341,207 8.24 
AL-MUSTAQBAL 10,000 220,271 1.85 
AL~DAWHAH - 40,972 99 
AL-HAWADITH 2,000 34,175 2.36 
AL-SAYYAD 6,000 22,555 1.67 
AL-'ILM WA AL-IMAM 10,000 23,141 19 
MANAR AL-ISLAM 3,000 22,756 1.01 
AL-HURRIYAH 2,000 21,277 35.27 
AL-JIL 5,000 13,935 76 
AL-FAYSAL 1,000 10,814 1,03 






































Table 3. French Press, 1982 
Distribution Annual Percentage 
Publication by edition distribution of returns 
LE MONDE 27,000 1,858,506 7.89 
L' KQUIPE 8,000 1,290,489 16.44 
(BIP) 27,000 1,283,629 43 
AFRIQUE ASIE 50,000 1,128,208 21.31 
FEMMES D' AUJOURDAUIL 20,000 903,385 48 
FRANCE- FOOTBALL 10,000 481,974 - 48 
NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR 11,000 350,561 3.62 
MONDIAL 25,000 344,404 .10 
LIBERATION 4,000 347,263 7.08 
CANARD ENCHAINE 5,600 257,307 4,46 
Table 4, The Non-French Foreign Press, 1983 
Distribution Percentage 
Publication Language by edition of returns 
UNESCO MAIL English 9,700 «24 
NEWSWEEK English 1,500 2.85 
TIMES English 1,000 3.70 
EUROPEAN ECONOMY English 300 - 
HERALD TRIBUNE English 50 9 
DOMENICA DEL 
CORRIERE Italian 300 16.53 
L’UNITA Italian 60 ~45 
LA STAMPA Italian 20 .20 
LA STAMPA SERA Italian 20 ~45 
NEVE MODE German 9,600 35 
DER SPIEGEL German 200 4,35 
EL SAHARA LIBRE Spanish 1,500 27.47 
CAMBIO Spanish 20 20.00 
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[Text] The most significant aspect of our country's press distribution problem 
is perhaps found in the flaw experienced by the distribution network. Even though 
this network has expanded in recent years and even though the sales outlets that 
the network includes have doubled, this expansion has not taken place rationally 
and has not been able to cover all of the country's municipalities. The network 
{s centered in the north at the expense of the south. Moreover, the national 
average of nine sales outlets for every 100,000 citizens varies from province to 
province, reaching 18 outlets in the provinces of Algiers and Oran compared with 
4 outlets for Tebessa Province, according to 1981 statistics. Due to these and 
other factors, ww have devoted this part to dealing with the distribution 
network and to comparing it with networks in advanced countries. 


Distribution Network 


Talk about the press distribution in our country leads us by necessity to the 
situation of the distribution network, which has undergone considerable expan- 
sion but which 1s still in need of extensive support and of a doubling of sales 
outlets. These outlets underwent important developments from 1976 to 1981. In 
1976, the number of municipalities supplied by the National Publishing and 
Distribution Company was 194 of a total of 704, 41 percent. By 1978, this 
percentage had risen to 74, with 526 municipalities supplied. By 1981, this 
percentage had risen to 682 municipalities, 97 percent of the total. According 
to the latest figures supplied by the National Press Distribution Agency, the 
distribution network now covers 97.4 percent of the 686 municipalities. There 
remain 18 municipalities in the southernmost parts of the country that are not 
linked to any road network and that continue to be deprived of press deliveries, 
as I have already noted in the second part of this report. 


Even though the question of supplying these municipalities is currently a topic 

of profound discussion among al] the authorities concerned in the search for an 

ideal solution and a way to provide the resources necessary for its implementa- 

tion, even supplying these municipalities in the near future would not mean that 
the problem of press distribution had been resolved. 


Sales Outlets 


The fact 16 that there are other aspects to the problem of the distribution 
network because the number of local distribution points are inadequate to sup- 
port sales suitable to the size of the population. 


[t is known that the number of sales outlets rose from 750 in 1976 to 1,713 in 
1982, and 1,967 in 1983 distributed along 50 lines (a distribution line is 50 
kilometers long). The total length of these lines is 30,000 kilometers, which 
are covered daily by the National Press Distribution Agency's transportation. 
This 16 in addition to the long distances and remote locations that are covered 
by Algerian Airlines, the National Passenger Transportation Company, the National 
Railroad Transportation Company and municipal transport. Insofar as specializa- 
tion 18 concerned, the sales outlets can be divided into three sections: 

















1,967 outlets that sell national daily newspapers. 
1,000 outlets that sell national daily papers, magazines and periodicals. 


500 outlets that sell national and foreign daily newspapers, magazines and 
periodicals. 


These outlets earn profits amounting to 20 percent of their sales of the national 
papers. 


True Nature of Flaw in Distribution Network 


Despite the efforts exerted, exemplified by the opening of sales outlets in all 
parts of the country, the press distribution network continues, according to the 
report prepared by the party's Information, Culture and Training Committee-- 
supplement to the reports on policy, May 1982, to progress and expand weakly 

in the country, in addition to the important flaw in the distribution of sales 
outlets. 


In the first place, the current number of sales outlets, totaling 1,967 give 

or take occasional changes, may seem significant. But a comparison between 

the number of outlets and population reveals a large gap. To be more precis: 

we can use final 1982 figures as a yardstick. In 1982, the number of sales 
outlets was 1,761, an average of nine outlets per 100,000 citizens or 1 outlet 
per 11,111 citizens, whereas the ratio in the advanced countries is one outlet 
per 1,000 citizens. Applying this ratio to our country, we find that the number 
of sales outlets must increase to 19,567. This means that in 1982 there was a 
shortage of 17,706 outlets. 


Is one outlet enough to meet the needs of more than 11,000 citizens, especially 
since we know that press sales outlets and bookshops are not [sic] very important? 
If we assume that this or that outlet can meet the demand of a large number of 
citizens, then what is the number of newspapers delivered to such an outlet 

daily, keeping in mind that the national average distribution of national daily 
publications amounts to 249.9 copies per outlet. It is certain that the 

number of readers far exceeds this number of copies. 


If we compare the number of sales outlets with the number of municipalities 
(686) supplied with papers by the National Press Distribution Agency, we find 
that there is a ratio of 2.9 sales outlets per municipality. But the fact is 
that the number of outlets varies from one municipality to another and from one 
province to another. The number of outlets in the major cities and the provin- 
cial capitals far exceeds the ratio cited, whereas the distribution of outlets 
in the country’s heartland is thin and unbalanced. This made evident by some 
examples of a number of provinces where the ratio of sales outlets is as follows: 
3 sales outlets per 100,000 citizens in Ouargla Province; 4 outlets per 100,000 
citizens in Tebessa Province; and 6 outlets per 100,000 citizens in Adrar 
Province. 


On the other hand, we find that there are: 18 outlets per 100,000 citizens in 
Oran Province; 18 outlets per 100,000 citizens in Algiers Province; and 11 out- 
lets per 100,000 citizens in Mu’askar Province. 
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fhus, we can see the vast difference between Oran and Ouargla Provinces. In 

the latter, we find one sales outlet per 33,333 citizens. Add to this the fact 
that there is a big gap between the north, where most of the sales outlets are 
centered, and the south, where outlets are nonexistent. in this regard, a study 
conducted by the Information Development Department of the Ministry of Informa-~- 
tion shows that the further we move from the coast the fewer sales outlets 

there are. 


Distribution in Advanced Countries 


It may be beneficial here to compare press sales outlets in the advanced coun- 
tries so that we can determine the minimal goals that must be achieved in our 
future work. Take France for example or, to be specific, the Nouvelles 
Messageries La Pesse Parisienne--New Agency for Distribution of the Parisian 
Press--which is a cooperative consisting of the Hachette Company and the 
Parisian papers and which possesses enormous resources that enable it to depend 
totally in its work on automated information and to use press photography 
facsimile transmissions (Press Fax) to cover long distances and to facilitate 
and speed up the distribution process. This agency's activity involves 50,000 
sales outlets; in other words, it has an outlet for every 1,000 citizens, keep- 
ing in mind that it is not the sole agency in France, that there are other 
distribution agencies and that some provincial papers distribute their own 
copies. 


Among Reasons for Distribution Problem 


There is no doubt that the gaps existing in the press distribution sector can- 
not diminish the value of the efforts exerted by those who work in this sector 
and who exert ceaseless daily efforts, because any failure quickly becomes 
obvious and has its impact on the public, who wonder about the reasons for the 
delay in the delivery of the papers. Despite the low educational level of most 
of those working in this sector and the scarcity of university cadres among 
them, the distribution figures cited in this report demonstrate the true nature 
of the work accomplished. 


The fact is that some of the main reasons for the distribution problem are 
intrinsic reasons emanating from the press itself, such as the delay in the 
printing and issuing processes, the obsolescence of the content, the failure 

to respond to people's interests and the high rate of returns, The national 
papers alone shoulder the responsibility for eliminating these shortcomings 

and the problem of returns, the returns amounting on an average to no more than 
9.5 percent for the foreign press but reaching 20 percent for the national pub- 
lications. If we view the return figures for some of our papers individually, 
the picture is not reassuring. This makes it necessary to raise questions 
about the content of our publications, the production technologies and the 

long delays in issuing them due to poor printing capabilities. 


B494 
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EGYPT 


MUBARAK, OPPOSITION FIGHT ABOUT CHANGES 
London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 28 Aug 83 p 3 


[Article by Mahmud Sadiq: "The Opposition: How Can the Men of the Past 
Continue, Along With Their Errors, in the Future? The Ruling Party: We 
Demand That the Opposition Be Truthful and Change Themselves”] 


[Text] Since President Husni Mubarak came to power, the work "change” has 
been dogging Egyptian society. Egypt's political parties began to use it in 
order to demand that the Egyptian president change things, such as the men 
who surrounded the late President Anwar al-Sadat, the policies followed by 
Mubarak's predecessor, and the laws which were issued during the previous 
administration. They demanded that everything be changed that lay within 
the context and infiuence of the government. The Egyptian president 
continued to proclaim his idea that one could not have change for its own 
sake, and that change had to be studied and to possess a clear goal. As for 
the change being asked for by the opposition, it would not be. The situation 
atayed like this, with the opposition demanding change and the president of 
the republic telling them plainly: "I disagree. There will be no change 
for its own sake," 


Thus things have remained, but it is impossible for them to continue this 
way. Mubarak recently threw the ball into the opposition's court and scored 
a goal, perhaps thereby putting an end to the legend of the change demanded 
by the opposition and making the necessary thing for now change within the 
ranks of the opposition itself. 


Mubarak said: "Change is occuring. Some people demand that the People's 
Assembly be dissolved. They want everything to be changed, but I want 
stability, and I demand that they change themselves, because they haven't 
changed since the parties were set up. Despite all this, we have nut become 
angry and I have not confiscated a thing. They are patriotic Egyptian 
citizens whom I ask to examine their consciences more and to be realistic, 

for the sake of this people which has suffered for a long time and which needs 
to leave behind the period of suffering." - 
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The Parties Begin a Dialogue 


What the Egyptian president says ends so that dialogue can begin: why 

haven't the opposition and its parties changed? Why do we demand change from 
Others instead of beginning with ourselves and letting them be next? What 
change does Mubarak mean and demand, and what change do the parties demand and 
insist on? The opposition confronts the government in this brief dialogue 
about the issues and priorities of change. 


Dr Rif‘at al-Sa'id, a member of the general secretariat of the NPUG, begins 
to talk and says: "To begin with, ‘change’ is not a word one says but which 
bears no meaning or particular sense. Change must happen in any group whose 
incapacity for movement is shown by time. Reality confirms the mistaken 
nature of its decisions and the failure of its practices. 


"Therefore, when we talk about change, what we say is not coming out of 

a vacuum. Rather, observed reality demonstrates all we are calling for. 

We said that the decisions of the past and its mistaken policies belonged to 

these people. We said they had contributed to the massacres of 5 September, 

and that it was obvious that they had to go at the start of a new administra- 
tion so that it would be the serious beginning of a new phase in the process 

of returning a proper situation to Egyptian society. 


As for the change happening now within the ruling leadership, it is highly 
superficial. The erroneous situation present previously has not been 
reformed. The partial change which has happened is being necessitated by 

the current movement's circumstances. The ministers who left did so only 
after the smell of corruption had spread and filled everyone's noses. If it 
had not been for that, no change would have occurred. This is not what we are 
demanding. As I said, we are demanding comprehensive change, the kind which 
reforms mistaken policies." 


[Question] But we have not talked yet about change within your party. 


[Answer] How can we demand change? Change of what, for what? Did we make 
decisions which the passing of time has shown to be erroneous? Did we not 
do what we promised the people? Vas it been shown that our program does not 
serve society and the interests of its classes? Judge a lot on this basis. 
The ones who should be changed are those who undertake to implement some 
measures, only to have time show that they cannot keep the promises they 
made. As for us, we are still carrying out our program to this very day. 
Time has not shown that our limited mass movement has failed. Nevertheless, 
I say that change is something essential. It happens in the normal life of 
the individual, and you will always find it in all groups. But this is not 
the kind of change we are demanding from the government. The difference is 
clear, defined, and known to all. There is no need to engage in word games. 


Changing Party Practice, Not People 


Now we turn to Fu'ad Nushi, the secretary of information in the Socialist 
Labor Party, who says: "The truth is, we understand what President Mubarak 
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means when he talks about change inside the parties. But we say that the 
people in our party have a great sense of national responsibility and know 
their duties and rights exactly. 


"The limits within which we operate impose on us the need to be cautious in 
our cooperation with the masses. What ties us to them is truthfulness, 
candor and working for the realization of their hopes and ambitions. If it 
becomes clear through that practice that there are some excesses among the 
men of our party, we immediately call ourselves to account before the masses 
do. Changes occurs, the extent and goal of which the party knows. 


"But let me say plainly that it is wrong to compare what we are demanding 
from the government and what President Mubarak said, which you mentioned at 
the start. Comparison at that time will be unjust and will in no way be of 
use,” 


[Question] But the change the parties are demanding goes beyond persons to 
political practice itself. 


[Answer] Yes, yes. But before you complete your question, let me remind 
you of the theory which says: "For every action there is a reaction equal 

in force and opposite in direction.” Now, this theory was enunciated to 
explain certain mechanical relationships. However, it can be applied in 

one way or another to polictical relationships as well. This makes clear 
the quality of change that President Mubarak is demanding, whether we undertake 
it or not. So that the elements of the picture will be clearer, let me say 
that when actions coming from the previous president and from his administra- 
tive and executive apparatus, with all the glaring excesses and inflammatory 
practices which peaked in the events of September 1981, the reaction had to 
be equal in force, This is exactly what happened. The position of the 
parties at the time... and even the independent thinkers and the majority of 
the people... we strongly opposed the policies of the last president. 


When the current president came in and began to implement the policy of 
national reconciliation, the only reaction was to rally around him and put 
all the hopes we wanted to see achieved on his shoulders quickly. 


In this way, the reaction changed as the action itself changed. Today, the 
relaticnship between ourselves and the president is totally different from what 
it was yesterday. All I want is for the same relationship to exist between 
the opposition political parties and the government party. This is the 

proper foundation of democracy. Such a relationship must exist between all 
the political parties of Egypt. All the parties are working for the common 
good and to achieve the hopes of the masses. Despite the disagreement as 

to means, this goal remains clear and defined. We all must try to realize it. 


We Are Playing Our Role Without Excesses 
Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Shafi, vice-chairman of the Socialist Liberal Party, 


concludes the conversation and running dialogue about necessary change, its 
goals and its meaning, saying: 














"Change is always a popular demand and national desire. People always need 
change, meaning change for the better, for whatever change it is, it is not 
right for us to say: "Nothing better than what has been can be.” We have come 
to the end of the past period. In the seventies and even at the start of 

this decade, we were not as free as we should have been. Therefore, the 
popular desire arose which our political parties have expressed, at the head 

of which stand the Liberals. The desire is for change, change in the situation 
which has brought us to these bad results, to a better situation with more 
freedom. 


"We are not exaggerating when we say that the opposition parties in Egypt 
practice a more correct form of party life than does the National Party and 
the members of the government. We have played our part without excesses, 
despite the charges of the ruling party. Therefore, the change President 
Mubarak is demanding will not come from within us unless time shows that 

the plans and goals we laid down for ourselves to follow as a general program 
have failed." 





[Question] You said you are playing your part without excesses. Is your 
role merely to expose the government's mistakes? Or should you also announce 
its positive aspects and encourage it to fulfill its executive role? 


[Answer] Who said we are only playing the part of the prim critic? Not 

at all! We are not just hunting the government's mistakes. The proof of 

that is clear. Were we not the first to say that the government had the right 
to manage the succession following the assassination of President al-Sadat 
without any disturbances happening? This is in addition to the fact that the 
opposition parties also had a lot to do with the ease with which the succession 
took place. 


Let me remind you that the government's mistakes go far beyond its positive 
aspects. Therefore, the criticism from our side is violent. For we are not 
in an experimental phase, in which we could accept these many errors. We 
should go beyond that stage. We, and especially the executing government, 
must have a clear general vision of how work must progress and of what the 
defined, general policy of Egypt should be. Most unfortunately, such a vision 
is lacking. What we see now is merely some thrashing about insofar as the 
taking of decisions is concerned. 





Let me say again that, since the many errors make up the visible elements 
of the picture, we talk a lot about the negative aspects of the government. 
What else should we do, with its positive aspects being too few to mention. 
This, in turn, is a question we direct at the government. Perhaps we will 
find they have an answer. 


The Positive Aspects Are Perfectly Clear 


[Question] Muhammad Rashwan, the minister of state for the affairs of the 
People's Assembly and the Consultative Council, how do you answer the question 
directed at you by the opposition parties? Where are the positive aspects 

of the government you represent in the Egyptian parliament? 
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[Answer] The government's positive aspects are perfectly clear in the streets 
of Egypt and on the faces of the Eyyptians. We are not the ones talking 

about it. Rather, every citizen can tell you about these positive aspects, 
Let me mention quickly the 5-year plan, whose articles were approved by the 
parliament. 


Then there are last year's achievements, which were announced under the dome 

of the assembly and are perfectly clear. There are the new projects we 

have begun, all of whose fruits we will soon harvest. There is the domestic 
industry we are trying to breathe some spirit into now. We are building 

the Egyptian people and implanting the love of country in them. There is 

the project to develop the private sector, and the huge jump which has happened 
in infrastructure and services. 


I say, and there are witiin the opposition witnesses of it, that a great 

push forward has been made in party practice. The opposition newspapers are 
back and are continuing to appear despite those excesses which occur in them. 
Where are we and true democracy in this situation? Can an opposition person 
deny the existence of the democratic atmosphere in which we are currently 
living? I will not talk a lot about the government's positive aspects. 
Reality is plain. It still coexists with us and makes clear many of these 
positive aspects. We do not want the opposition to heap praise and commenda- 
tion on us. We only want to speak truthfully and look clearly at what is 
happening in our country of Egypt now. 


Thus, the word "change" continues to be bandied between the National Party, 
which has a numerical majority in the Egyptian parliament, and the three 
official opposition parties. Everyone demands it from the other fellow. 
Everyone has his point of view and a clear, defined vision of what the word 
means. Nobody wants to concede his concept. The question remains 

glaring: when will the government and the opposition meet in the middle of 
the road, with the slogan of all being: "Let us build Egypt together and deal 
with its problems!" 
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BAGHDAD AZERI CALLS FOR INSURCENCE ACAINST KHOMEYNI 
GF181614 Baghdad International Service in Azeri 1900 GMT 17 Oct 83 
[Unattributed commentary | 


[Text] O Muslim Iranian peoples, 0 intellectuals, writers, poets, and scholars. 
O university lecturers and university students, school boys, teachers, clergy- 
meri, city and village dwellers, and social figures and poor masses who have 
been deprived of even the most basic human rights. Remaining silent before 
Khomeyni and his supporters--who are responsible for giving Islam a bad name, 
for fratricide among Muslim brethren in the name of Islam, for sowing of the 
seeds of hatred and confusion in the world of Islam, and who have been prepared 
to adopt a blood-dripping attitude against the poor peoples of Iran and those 
of the region in the name of Islam--constitutes treachery against the religion, 
Iran and the Iranians and human beings and humanity as a whole--a treachery in 
favor of these criminal and ill-natured elements. 


Believing in the empty promises of this confused group and shedding the blood 
of your brethered serve to consolidate the hegemony of these criminals. 

The Khomeynis are not everlasting. The Khomeyni regime is an antipopular, 
antidemocratic, anti-Iran and anti-Islamic administration of heresy. This 
administration even [words indistinct]. 


In view of this, it 16 necessary to raise the swords of Hoseyn ibn ‘Ali and 
"Ali ibn Abi Talib. Stand up and take revenge of your (7relatives) from the 
enemies of the people. It is not a time to pity the enemy. We are currently 
marking the days in which Hoseyn ibn ‘Ali was martyred. It 16 time when 
righteousness achieves victory over the world of illiteracy. Stand up and 
believe in the fact that the blood of the true heirs of Hoseyn ibn ‘Ali will 
be victorious over the blood-dripping swords of the sinful band of criminals 
and executioners. 
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IRAQ 


BAGHDAD AZERI COMMENTS ON IRAQI ROCKET ATTACKS 
GF252008 Baghdad International Service in Azeri 1900 GMT 24 Oct 83 
[Unattributed commentary] 


[Excerpts] Dear listeners--Do Mullah Khomeyni, Mullah Khamene'i and clergyman 
Rafsanjani, who pretend to be the commanders-in-chief of the Iranian Armed 
Forces, and commanders and men of these forces and revolution guards such as 
Sayyad-Shirazi, Mohsen Rafiqdust, Mohsen Reza’i1, Colonel Mo'’inpur and Capt 
Bahram Hoseyn have any idea of what military history and military geography 
mean? Do they open the map of Iran and look at the towns and military targets 
hit by Iraqi rockets? When they say that Iranian towns and villages hit by 
Iraqi missiles were cleared of military installations, don't they think about 
why the rest of the Iranian towns and villages around those hit by such rockets 
have not experienced a fate similar to that of Dezful, Andimeshk, and Masjed 
Soleyman? 


However, Iraq does not wish to inflict loss of life and material damage on the 
Muslim Iranian peoples by turning these towns into rubble. But, in order to 
give a crushing and serious reply to the Khomeyni forces, Iraqi missiles have 
been directed against military targets in Majed Soleyman, Dezful and other 
towns. 


Colonel Mo'inpur must understand that the Iraqi fighters [cengende], who have 
reached the towns of Baneh and Marivan, are also capable of reaching the towns 
of (Hakkiz), Sanandaj, (Songon), (Toitelgan) and [name indistinct], which are 
in the same provinces. Meanwhile, Iraqi (7aircraft) which are capable of 
(7flying over) Tehran, Qom, Shiraz, Esfahan, and Tabriz can also bombard them 
from the air. In fact, they are capable of reaching Iran's most remote towns 
and villages and distant mountains. Therefore, crazy Colonel Mo'inpur, who is 
one of Khomeyni's pilots, must think in such terms and brief Mullah Khomeyni, 
who is his patron, on current developments. Otherwise, a day may come when 
Jamaran crumbles on the arch satan and the (7stands such as) the ringodusts 
{as heerd]. 


As for Capt Bahran Hoseyn, who talks about closing down the Strait of Hormuz, 
which is a vital oil line, and who declares war against all the countries in 
the Gulf, must cease his (7nonsensical claims) and cease issuing threats to 

the countries of the region. He must remember the fire at the Nowruz oil wells 











and the closure of all accesses to bandar Khomeyni and pay attention to the 
statements issued by the official spokesman of the Iraqi chief of staff's 
office. He must assess these statements properly and refrain from the illusion 
of {word indistinct}. 


Bahiran Hoseyn must refrain from engaging in dangerous activities in the Strait 
of Hormuz--activities such as military moves, adventures and naval (7intrigues). 


He must refrain from converting the whole of the region into fire. 


We have said what we have to say and therefore we consider ourselves relieved 
of responsibility. 
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COUNTRY'S ‘BLACK ECONOMY’ DEPICTED 


Jerusalem THE ISRAEL ECONOMIST in English No 39, Sep 83 pp 10-11 


[Article by Elazar Levin: 


[Text] 


Israel's black economy has been boom- 
ing in recent years, according to analyses 
of data on national production and the 
rate of taxation for the years 1978 to 
1941, The analyses have been performed 
by economists using a model devised 
last year by Drs, Meir Unger and Ben- 
Zion Zilberfarb, Senior cturers in 
Economics at Bar-Ilan University, Dr. 
Zilberfarb also serves as Director of the 
Planning Authority in the Ministry of 
Economics, 

The appended table shows the f= 
cipal data on the development of the 
subterranean economy during the last 
decade, The data to 1977 are supplied 
by Unger-Zilberfasb;, those from 1978 
onward were compiled by economists 
using the Unger-Zilberfarb model. 

According to partial data presently 
available, the black economy continued 
to grow in 1982, both in real shekels and 
in terms of its proportion of the GNP, 
How does one go about estimating the 
size of the black economy? Of course, it 
is difficult to obtain statistics on matters 
which the public, or at least a portion of 
the public, is trying very hard to conceal, 
The Ben-Shahas Committee made a direct 
calculation on the basis of the unexplained 
difference between the data on national 


income in the calculations of the GNP, 
and the data on reported income received 
by the tax authorities. Unger and Zilber- 
farb took the indirect approach, which 
exploits a more complete array of data. 
They adopted a technique which was 
developed in recent years (after the time 
of the Ben-Shahar Committee) in the US 
by researchers Gutman and Kanezi. They 
determined, and demonstrated by a num- 
ber of tests, that there is a direct relation 
between the proportion of circulating 
cash in the total of all means of payment 
and the size of the underground economy. 
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"The Black Economy") 


Kanezi also found a statistical correla- 
tion between the quantity of cash in cir- 
culation and the rate of taxation. 


Illegal and Unreported 

The researchers emphasize that the 
black economy is divided into two 
parts: production deriving from illegal 
activities, such as the drug trade, and 
that deriving from legal but unreported 


activities. The incentive to conceal a 
portion of one’s income grows as the 
tax rates increase. In 1954 total direct 


taxes, including payments to National In- 
surance, came to 8.6% of the GNP 
(“Those were the days. . .”). In 1970 the 
rate had reached 20.6%, and in 1979 it 


came to about 33.8% of national income. 
Pr nal with direct taxation, in- 
creases in the tendency to transfer pro- 
duction from the white to the black eco- 
nomy becomes more pronounced, On the 
other hand, it is very difficult to check 
rsd Pa nee a = even to estimate 
whether ew at all, as a percentage 
of the GNP. tee 

The two researchers developed a 
comparison based on the quantity of cash 
in circulation, on the proportion of in- 
come tax in the GNP, and on other 
variables, The aggregated comparisons 
produced the results in the 
table, which shows clearly that the black 
economy is Dame its share in the 
national ct more than doubled 
between 1972 and 1981. 

Evidence of the reliability of this 
method can be found in the Ben-Shahar 
Committee’s findings, which used com- 
pletely oe means B. estimate the 
scope of the u ) economy at 
78% of a Mer goes in 1972 — 
<7 the result which appears in the 
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As we have noted, the connection 
between tax rates and the size of the 
black economy is very strong, and the 
researchers support this with many 
examples, In the 50s the black economy 
was quite small because direct taxes were 
relatively low. On the other hand, in 
1976, for example, the black economy 
expanded noticeably. Why? Official 
statistics show that taxes that year in- 
creased by 38% over 1975, while the 
cost of living rose only 8% (that is right — 
eight per cent). That is, in 1976 the 
incidence of taxation increased substan- 
tially, as one of the results of the recom- 
mendations of the Ben-Shahar Committee, 
and thus the incentive to conceal income 
became stronger. The growth in the size 
of the black economy in 1979 is explained 
by the creeping crosion in tax brackets as 
a result of inflation; the decline in the 
black economy in 1981 is partially linked 
to the cortection of this erosion which 
was implemented before the elections. 

It uld be made clear, by the way, 
that the data for 1978-1981 must be dif- 
ferentiated from carlier data for two 
reasons, First. one can assume that the 
1977 econon:~ revolution brought about 
4 change in tue ratio between the quan- 
tity of cash in the hands of the public and 
the sum of all the means of payment in 
the economy. Second, calculations of 
taxation for 1978 onward are based on 
the calendar year rather than the fiscal 
year, as in the case of those for 1977 and 
earlier, 


Paying in Cash 

No less interesting is the question of 
how one goes about evading income 
tax. In an interview with this reporter, 
Dr. Zilberfarb cited a number of pos 
sible techniques: 

Paying Cash—Shekels: The Bank of 
Israel makes this technique easier by 


printing larger and larger banknotes. 
Today one can withdraw substantial 
sums of cash from the automatic tellers 
without having to stand in a long line. 
Cash Deals in Foreign Currency: 
Ever since the economic revolution in 
1977 it has been possible to withdraw 
$500 in cash for every member of the 
family, There is nothing easier than tak- 
ing out $10,000 in cash, for example by 
visiting several branches and showing an 
identity card listing the number of 
family members. The banks do record 
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all foreign currency purchases, but it is 
well known that the piles of forms merely 
accumulate at the Bank of Israel without 
ing checked, and without the practical 
ility of being submitted to a com- 
parative study. 

Personal Checks: This system is widely 
employed, though it runs the risk of 
discovery in the event of a tax audit. 

Thisd Party Checks: In this method a 
carpenter, for example, receives a check 
from a customer who has bought fur- 
niture from him and endorses it in the 
name of his lumber supplier, in lieu of a 
direct payment. The whole transaction 
is done without registcring the check in 
the carpenter’s accounts, If the supplier 
and the carpenter maintain relations of 
mutual trust, then even a tax audit will 
not discover the evasion, Both the district 
and Supreme Courts seem at first glance 
to have given this method their blessing in 
their decisions of State vs. Evron 1977, 
when they determined that it was permis- 
sible to check only the final recipient of 
a check and not those through whose 
hands it had passed (the carpenter, in 
our example). It is worthy of note that 
in 1978, the year after this decision, the 
size of the black economy increased 
rapidly. 

Barter Agreements: According to this 
method, payment is made not in money 
but in kind. For example, there are said 
to be lawyers who accept their fees in 
the form of paintings. This system is 
casy to apply in daily life. One can give 
the owners of workshops bottles of soda 
in exchange for discounts; paid managers 
can be compensated through their ex- 
pense accounts rather than through a 
raise in their salaries. Many other such 
examples can be cited. 

The conclusion of Unger-Zilberfarb is 
that an increase in the rate of taxation 
will expand the scope of the underground 
economy. The forecast is therefore quite 
clear: in 1982 indirect taxes, in the form 
of the “Peace for Galilee” impost, and 
direct taxes, in the guise of the com- 
pulsory war loan, were accompanied by 
an indirect hike in the rate of income 
taxation by means of an increase in the 
fines and interest rates imposed on late 
payments, All this leads, among other 
things, to an increase in the size of the 
black economy by inducing the conceal- 
ment of more income — income on which 
the rate of taxation is zero, to the great 
sorrow of the authorities and honest 
taxpayers alike # 
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TZLPORI ATTENDS NEW SETTLEMENT CEREMONY 
TA241803 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 1745 GMT 24 Oct 83 
{Announcement by the Communications Ministry Spokesman"--ITIM headiine] 


[Text] Jerusalem, 24 Oct (ITIM)--"If there is any leader, in Israel or outside 
it, who thinks that it is possible to turn the hands of the clock back in re- 
gard to what has been done in Judaea, Samaria, the Gaza District or the Golan 
Heights, they are indulging in delusions, and fortunately we have altered the 
map of Eretz Yisra'el over the past few years," Communications Minister Mr 
Mordekhay Tzipori said today in the course of a ceremony to lay the corner- 
stone for a new Samaria settlement called ‘'Ofarim. Tzipori added that when 
people talk about settling these places immediately, some people then picture 
the scene as involving aggressive Jews pushing the local inhabitants off their 
land. However, we, the settlers who move into these areas, are returning to 
the land of our forefathers and are not easing anyone out. 


The village of ‘Ofarim, which will be established in the Modi'in District of 
Samaria will be one of the 20 settlements that have already been established 
there. 


The village will be populated by Communications Ministry employees, and will 
be completed in about 18 months. Some 1,200 housing units as well as science- 
based industry, an educational center and a health and recreation spa are all 
planned for the final stages of the settlement. 


Deputy Agriculture Minister Mr Deqel, who congratulated the settlers, called 
upon al] the government ministries to mend their ways, support, encourage 
and push ahead the momentum of settling in Judaea and Samaria. 


CSO: 4400/37 
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BRIEFS 


NEW AIR BASE OPERATIONAL--Beersheba.—The Nevatim air force base will 
become fully operational this afternoon following a festive ceremony to 

be attended by Defence Minister Moshe Arens, Air Force Commander Amos 
Lapidot, Meir Ben-Meir, Director-General of the Agriculture Ministry and 
head of the government authority in charge of the evacuation of the Beduin 
from the Tel Malhata area; and representatives of the local Beduin. Arens 
is due to lunch with Beduin in one of the nearby resettlement towns before 
the air base ceremony. Dodik Shoshani, local head of the government 
authority, told THE JERUSALEM POST yesterday that the evacuation was a 
success and that “the Beduin feel they have taken the right step.” In 
fact, he said, many Beduin who are on the periphery of the new air base or 
even further away now want to vacate their tents for towns too. The new 
base 1s 30 kilometres northeast of Beersheba. To make its construction 
possible, 750 Beduin families--some 6,000 people-—were relocated. Two new 
towns, Kuseifa and Arouar, were built over the past three years for the 
evacuees, However, 28 families chose to live in Rahat and 15 families 
moved to Kafr Kassem, The construction of the towns and the reparations 
paid to the Beduin, Shoshani said, totalled 182 billion. [By Liora Moriel] 
[Text] {Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 3 Oct 83 p 2] 


NEW DEFENSE MINISTRY ADVISER--Prof Moshe Sharon, lecturer in Islamic studies 
at the Hebrew University, was appointed on Sunday as adviser on Arab affairs 
to the Defense Ministry. Sharon who is on loan from the university has been 
promoted to the rank of Aluf-Mishe (Colonel). Sharon will act as adviser to 
Tat Aluf [Brigadier General] Binyamin Ben-Eli'ezer, the coordinator of govern- 
ment activities in Judaea, Samaria and Gaza. Some time ago President Hayim 
Herzog appointed Sharon as his adviser for political affairs but the appoint- 
ment was not publicized. On taking up his new post Sharon is giving up his 
lecturing at the university but he will continue with his presidential duties. 
[Excerpts] [TA181523 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 18 Oct 83] 


TRADE WITH ARGENTINA--Trade between Israel and Argentina is far out of balance 
and steps should be taken to bring export and import levels into closer harmony. 
Industry and Trade Minister Gid'on Pat said this yesterday after conferring 
with Argentine businessman Wolf Blumenthal. In the first 8 months of this 

year Israel exported $12 million worth of goods to Argentina, mainly chemicals, 
fertilizers and pharmaceuticals and imported $84 million worth of goods, mainly 
frozen beef and fish. Blumenthal told Minister Pat that all Argentine political 
parties support stronger bilateral trade relations. [Summary] [TA181523 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 18 Oct 83 p 6] 
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LEBANON 


DRUZE RELIGIOUS LEADER DISCUSSES PEACE TERMS 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 341, 3 Sep 83 pp 32-33 


[Interview with Shaykh Muhammad Abu Shaqra, Druze religious leader: "We Will 
Not Permit the Army To Enter Before Agreement Is Reached"; at his home, date 
unspec if ted] 


[Text] From al-Mukhtarah, AL-MUSTAOBAL headed toward "Ba'daran,” to meet 

His Eminence Shaykh ‘Aql of the Druze sect. This great shaykh with a power- 
ful personality who believes in destiny, the destiny of his people and 

nation, welcomed us into his home. He is a hard son of the Shuf. In each 

one of his wrinkles, you can find a history of glory for Lebanon, whose founda- 
tions the sons of the Shuf mountains built, as his eminence told us person- 
ally. The following conversation took place in the home of Shaykh ‘Aql: 


MuestiogJ To begin with, what is your view of the atmosphere in which the 
detaining of the three ministers, Muruwah, Hamiyah and Khuri, in al- 
Mukhtarah castle took place? 


nsweg] The media blew this passing incident out of proportion. The minis- 
ters were not detained by our brothers and sons. True, we strongly con- 
demned this step, but I confirmed to the three ministers that their efforts 
came too late. Therefore, things got complicated and went as far as they 
did. It was truly incumbent upon them to visit al-Mukhtarah castle in view 
of the great patriotic significance this house and its people have for the 
members of the Druze sect. 


(Questiop/ It has been said that the relationship between your eminence and 
Mr Walid Junblatt has become lukewarm, especially after this incident. 


[Eiswef] 1 made a statement to the effect that there is something important 
and something more important. We will continue to cooperate with Mr Walid 
Junblatt and to close ranks with him, for what concerns us is the interest of 
the nation and the sect. 

[@uestionJ What suggestions did you give to the three ministers? 


[Bnswex] The ministers came on an assignment from the president and the cab- 
inet to talk about what could help solve the complex situation. We had a long 
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conversation with them. We gave them some su;gestions which we thought would 
achieve the goal and help in the solution. Among these views was the 
necessity of discussing the Druze memorandum at a cabinet session to be held 
soon, and of instituting the right and feasible portions of it. We also 
insisted upon achieving agreement before the army comes up into the 
mountain, 


[(Questiog/ The Lebanese government has announced that it insists on filling 
any security gap in the mountain, as well as on having the army enter the 
"Alayh and Shuf regions. 


[Bnswegz] Concerning the army entering the mountain, we are surprised at 

the government's insistence on this. The army has still not entered the 

other unoccupied areas in which there are no Western armies, like Juntyah, 
Kasrawan, and Jubayl. Even in the eastern section of the capital, which is 
considered part of greater Bvirut, the armed men and barracks of the 

"Lebanese Forces" are still to be found. But if the government is convinced 
that the army must enter the mountain and if it insists on this, I have already 
told the ministers that they should inform his excellency the president that 
the army could enter in a symbolic fashion. Some of its battalions could take 
the place of the “Lebanese Forces," which would have to leave the barracks 

and positions they occupy, which originally belonged to the Lebanese army, 
such as the Bayt-al-Din barracks. These symbolic battalions would then work 
there. These symbolic forces would have to be under the command of Druze 
officers, with a majority of their personnel being Druze, so as to make the 
inhabitants of the mountain, most of whom are Druze, feel secure. In this way, 
we can satisfy both the government's insistence that the army enter the moun- 
tain and the insecure inhabitants of the mountain. The ministers were pleased 
with this suggestion. If it were to be realized, in addition to calling a 
cabinet meeting to study the contents of the Druze memorandum, then it might 
contribute in an important way to lessening tensions and helping the search 
for a comprehensive mutual understanding to continue. 


(Questiog/ Have you received any reply from the government to this sugges- 
tion of yours? 


(Answeg] We have given our advice. If the government wants to take it, it 
can. If not, then it is responsible for what might happen. 


[Questiog] Does this mean you will confront the army if it comes into the 
mountain before mutual satisfaction and understanding have been reached? 


[Answez] Our position is clear. We support the army entering the mountain 
after mutual understanding and satisfaction with its people have been reached. 
When the ministers visited us, we made many things clear to them which we 

wili not mention here and now. We gave reasons for what we suggested. There- 
fore, it is necessary to review the idea of the army coming into the moun- 
tain, with due consideration for the aggravation and dangerousness of the 
situation and for the bad fate which awaits al] Lebanon if the government 
insists on that which it is neither right nor proper to insist on. 
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[Guest ion] The fighting going on in the mountain has taken a violent, 
sectarian turn. Do you think what has happened and is happening now is 
a purely sectarian struggle? 


[Answer] In reality, the Phalangist Party, along with the Lebanese Forces, 
of course, has goals and aims which it is bound and determined to achieve. 
As long as things are like that, one feels that the fighting is between 
this party faction and the Druze. These people insist on making the state 
Phalangist by violent methods, as we have said and warned before. This 

is clear from their practices on the ground and from the way they are, 
which 1s no longer a secret to anyone. The Druze today are defending them- 
selves against this “hellish” plan. I[f it is actually carried out, may God . 
forbid, it will infringe on the existence of the Druze and create a threat 
which the Druze will not be able to tolerate. for these people are trying 
to set up a racist, factionally based, sectarian state for themselves, 

As for the Druze, they will fight to the death and to martyrdom to defend 
their dignity, honor and existence, for they have not been accustomed to 
living in humiliation, but rather with heads held high in pride. 


[Questiog] Some have accused the Druze of working to set up a Druze state 
for themselves, 


[Kiswet] Some people might be planning to set up a statelet or a certain sec- 
tarian state, but they are certainly not Druze. All of us know what His 
Excellency Archbishop Mubarak used to say about his insistence that a Maronite 
national homeland be established. Thus, the idea of a Maronite state has 

been around a long time; it is not something recent. However, I defy anyone 
to say he has heard of a Druze spiritual or political leader calling for, 
demanding or striving to establish a Druze state, After all, history was 

on our side. We could have ruled Mount Lebanon by ourselves since the time 

of Fakhr-al-Din and set up our state there, while expelling all the Chris- 
tians from the mountain. In addition, when the Druze triumphed over the 
French under the leadership of Sultan Pasha al-Atrash in the 1925 revolution, 
we could have set up a state for ourselves, especially since France offered 
Sultan al-Atrash the chance to set up such a state, But we are working to 
live with dignity and love with the other sects in Lebanon, We want only the 
interest of the dear fatherland, its continued existence, and its continued 
unity. But Lebanon can only exist on the basis of agreement between all its 
sects, 


(Questiog/ It is said that the continuation of your power in the mountain 
is due to the support that the Druze of Israel give you. 


[Answeg] The Druze are powerful because of their dignity and their glory. 

Even if they had no weapons left, they would defend their existence and honor 
with their bodies. As for the sympathy the Druze in Israel have for their 
brother Druze in Lebanon, this is 12 brotherly feeling and a duty for which 

they work. This is not something strange or new, for the Druze stick together 
wherever they might be. What concerns the Druze in Lebanon is of concern to the 
Druze in Israel, Jordan and Syria, because the kinship ties among the Druze 
impose such a position on them, 











(Guestiog] Don't you think Israel is behind the conflict in the mountain? 


[Answex] Every side works in its own interest. Israel has an interest it 
works for, 


Muestiog] What is the result of the good efforts you have been making 
and are still making to put a limit to the continued shedding of blood in 
the mountain? 


[Answex] Power talks now. The voice which is heard is that of the cannon, 
as | have already said. Most people have left values behind, and value has 
remained, Therefore, no useful work can be done except by those who 
dominate and control the fighting. As for the reformers, they feel pain 

and grief over what is happening. Destiny is hidden and things are still 
obscure, Perhaps God is preparing a release which we neither know nor can 
calculate. 


(uestiog7/ Is your pessimism due to the statement by Shaykh Pierre al- 
Jumayyil in which he called for a war in which to the victor would go the 
spoils? 


[Knswey] ‘There is no doubt that this is a very serious statement from an 
official like Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil. This statement hinders the continua- 
tion of the efforts for peace and harmony. It makes us sad that things 

should go this far. It seems like it is the Phalange which really wants to 
control all the reins of power and to impose its hegemony and authority over 
the citizenry and sects without exception, for there are large groups of 
Maronites and Christians who are not happy with what the Phalange's 

sectarian actions, nor do they hold with its narrow, factionally based plans. 


[(Questiog/ President Sham'un called last week for using "decentralization" 
to solve the Lebanese question. Do you think that is appropriate? 


[Knswex] In our well-known memorandum, we talked about the need for decen- 
tralization. It might help solve things. For what we care about is finding 
a solution for the situation the Lebanese people are lost in. We think there 
can be no real, basic solution before one's intentions are improved and one 
works sincerely within the context of justice and equality between the 
individuals, groups and regions of Lebanon. 


[(Questiog/ Finally, how would you evaluate for us the situation in the 
villages of the mountain with regard to provisions? 


[Answez] Things were especially tough this year from the point of view of 
living standards and economics, but the Druze are used to bearing hardships 
and being patient in difficult situations. This is why the people have been 
unaffected by the blockade. The rich give to the poor, while the poor know 

all about abstinence and are satisfied with little in tough times. Until now, 
praise be to God, we have not heard anyone complain about his needs. 

Finally, I want to assure you that we are still holding fast to the memorandum 
which we presented to the government. It bears my signature and that of His 
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Grace al-Amir Majid Arsalan, as well as that of Mr Walid Junblatt. In this 
memorandum, we dealt simultaneously with both Druze and national demands 
which we can neither give up nor Improve on. At the same time, we still 
maintain our position and insistence vis-a-vis the matter of the army 
entering the mountain. An understanding with the people of the mountain must 
be reached before the army comes in, because the people of the mountain 

do not feel secure about the army coming in before a mutual understanding 
is reached. I have full confidence in the wisdom of President al-Jumayyil, 
and I believe that he will not be so foolhardy as to send the army into the 
mountain before this understanding is achieved. Such a step would expose 
the military institutions which we are eager to see continue and endure to 
renewed disintegration and decay. 


This is the region of the Shuf, or some of it. This is the way things are 

in other regions: in ‘Alayh, Suq al-Gharb, ‘Aytat, al-Shuwayfat, and Khaldsh, 
as weil as along the international road to Dahr al-Baydar. The same is 

true of al-Matn al-A'la, al-Matn al-Shamali, the Biqa’' and the north. This 

is the Lebanon of 1943: a volcano whose lava no one has been able to put 

out yet. 


We leave the Shuf via the province of al-Kharub, through the villages of 
Hasrut, ‘Anut and Shahim. We feel grief and great fear of the unknown, 

for what is happening here in the Shuf and might happen in "all Lebanon” 
is unknown to the Lebanese, but not to the makers of catastrophes in the 
world. 
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BRIEFS 


LOAN FROM ISLAMIC BANK--A loan agreement was signed on 11 October in Jidda 
between Oman and the Islamic Development Bank to finance the project to estab- 
lish the high-technology academy in al-Khuwayr. It was signed on the Omani 
side by Muhammad Musa, under secretary of financial affairs, and on the side 
of the Islamic Bank by Sa'id Ahmad Hanna‘i, deputy chairman of the bank. The 
loan totals $8 million to be paid over a 20-year period with a 5-year grace 
period at a 3 percent interest rate. [Summary] [GF110720 Muscat Domestic 
Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 11 Oct 83] 


SAUDL FUND LOAN--An agreement was signed today between the Sultanate of Oman 
and the Saudi Fund for Development. According to the agreement the Saudi Fund 
wi'l offer Oman 5.5 million Omani riyals to finance the construction of the 
higher vocational training center in al-Khuwayr and the vocational training 
center in ‘Ibri. [Summary] [GF181723 Muscat Domestic Service in Arabic 1.300 
GMT 18 Oct 83] 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


NEW OLL PATCHES SPOTTED--Doha, 22 Oct (QNA)--Latest reports by officials in 
charge of following up the teams combatting the pollution of the northern coasts 
resulting from the traces of the oil slick indicate that these teams spotted 
large oil patches on the state's northeastern coasts yesterday. This was stated 
by Eng Ahmad al-Subay'i, director of the mechanical equipment department in 
Qatar and head of the team combatting pollution on the northern coasts, in a 
statement published in today's issue of AL-RAYAH. The patches of oil which hit 
the coasts are new and they hit the coasts which were completely cleared before 
and after the team was preparing to move to other spots, he said. The team was 
surprised by the pollution of these areas again--[name indistinct], al-Ruways, 
(Umm Tays), (al-Mughayyir), (al-Mamlahah), Ra's Umm Hasah, the center of the 
coast guard area, and Ra's Abu ‘Imran, he added. Al-Subay'i said information 
has been passed to all teams to quickly continue their missions and clear the 
coasts again. [Text] [GF221119 Doha GNA in Arabic 1050 GMT 22 Oct 83] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


AL-~JUBAYL INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS REVIEWED 
Riyadh AL-~RIYAD in Arabic 20 Aug 83 p 2 


[Article: "The al-Jubay] Industrial City Will See the Construction of an 
O1l Refinery and Six Basic Industrial Plants, and the Residential City Will 
Be Large Enough to Accommodate 300,000 Employees and Their Family Members") 


[Text] Work is going on right now on the implementation of a number of 
industrial, secondary, and support projects over an area totalling 80 square 
kilometers in the al~-Jubayl Industrial City. 


These projects irclude the setting up of an of] refinery, six basic 
industrial plants, a number of secondary industries which will utilize the 
products produced by the basic industries as raw materials for their products, 
and other support industries which will provide goods and services for the 
basic and secondary industries as well as the various projects and commercial 
activities in the industrial city. With the arrival of the year 1420 A.H. 
[approximately the year 2000], the al-Jubayl Industrial City will have 
attracted 16 basic industries among the industries producing petrochemicals, 
metals, and numerous products for both domestic use and for export. In 
addition to this, work 1s going on right now to construct a new residential 
city which will be large enough to accommodate about 300,000 employees and 
their family members, and thie residential city will provide for all of their 
needs in terms of consumer goods, schools, and cultural, educational, and 
social institutions, 


Work is also going on right now on the implementation of a number of basic 
infrastructure projects for both the industrial area and the residential 
area. These projects include electric power networks, water supply networks, 
wire and wireless communications networks, the completion of the facilities 
for the industrial and commercial ports, roads, railroad lines, the airport, 
and the provision of health care, educational, and police services. So far a 
total of 90 million cubic meters of earth have been moved in the industrial 
area, and 106 milion cubic meters of earth have been moved in the residential 
area. Also, a total of 179 kilometers of roads have been built in the 
industrial area. Work is going on right now on the completion of the roads 
necessary for the indistrial area, and when that has been done, there will be 
a total of 327 kilometers of roads there. As for the residential area, work 








is being done on the completion of 126 kilometers of roads, and a total of 
[missing figure] kilometers have already been completed. 


As for the city airport, the runway which is 4 kilometers long has already 
been completed. Work is also proceeding right now on the completion of the 
support facilities for the airport. 


So far a total of 10,000 telephone lines have been put up in the industrial 
city, and work is proceeding on the completion of 20,000 more telephone 
lines, and this means that there will be a total of 30,000 telephone lines. 
Furthermore, 20,000 telephone lines have already been put up in the residen- 
tial city, and work is proceeding on the completion of the other telephone 
lines, and when this is done there will be a total of 173,000 lines. 


Moreover, the number of persons currently working in the al-Jubayl Industrial 
City--and this includes persons working for the Royal Commission, persons 
working in the basic and support industries, persons working by contract for 
the Royal Commission and the other government agencies, and persons studying 
in the al-Jubayl Institute which belongs to the Royal Commission--totals 
about 45,415. 


As for the basic industrial projects which are being set up right now, they 
include the construction of the oil refinery for the Petromin Refinery 
Company which is owned jointly by Petromin and the Shell Corporation. The 
capacity of this refinery will be 250,000 barrels per day, and the products 
produced will be petroleum derivatives, fuel, kerosine, light and heavy 
diesel oil, liquefied petroleum gas, gasoline, and sulphur. In the future, 
the capacity of the refinery will total 500,000 barrels per day. 


In 1982 work began on the construction of this refinery, and operation of 
the refinery has been scheduled to begin next year. The cost of [construct- 
ing] the refinery is an estimated $2 billion. 


The Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (Sabic), with the participation of a 
number of firms, is setting up and operating the plants of a number of other 
basic industries and is also marketing their products both inside and outside 
Saudi Arabia. These industries include the project of the Saudi Petrochemical 
Company (SADAF), owned jointly by Sabic and the Shell Corporation (U.S.), 

for the production of 1.8 million tons of caustic soda, raw methanol, tyrene, 
ethylene dichloride, and ethylene. These product materials go into the 
manufacture of plastics, rubber, cosmetics, toilette necessities, and dyes. 
The estimated cost of [constructing] the plant is $3 billion. The plant is 
scheduled to begin operation in 1985. There is also the plant belonging to 
the Arabian Petrochemical Company (Petrochemia), owned jointly by Sabic and 
Exxon Chemicals Corporation, for the production of low-density (linear) 
polyethylene material, and the capacity of the plant will be 260,000 tons per 
year. This material goes into the manufacture and production of plastic 
covers for packaging and wrapping, agricultural and construction work, house- 
hold uses, and insulating materials. The estimated cost of this project is 
$1.1 billion. The plant is scheduled to begin operation after its 
construction is completed during 1985. 
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The fourth plant io that of the Lastern Petrochemical Company (Sharq), 
oaned jointly by Sabie and the Miteubiehi Petrochemical Corporation. This 
plant will produce 240,000 tons per year of low-density polyethylene and 
ethylene glycol. These materials go into the manufacture of artificial 
fibers, (thin coating) and various types of plastic. The estimated cost of 
[constructing] the plant 1# $2 billion, and operation of the company's plant 
is scheduled to begin in 1965. 


Work is also going on right now on the construction of the plant belonging 
to the National Methanol Company (Ibn Sina), which is owned jointly by Sabic 
and the Texas Lastern-Celanese Company. This plant will produce 650 tons 
per years of chemical methanol. Operation of this plant is scheduled to begin 
in 1945, and the estimated cost of [constructing] the plant is $570 million. 


Another project 1s that of the National Industrial Gases Company (Chaz). 
This company is 70 percent owned by Sabic and 30 percent owned by seven 
private sector companies as far as the project's capital is concerned. The 
cost of constructing the project is about 500 million riyals, and the pro- 
duction capacity of the plant will be 1,200 tons per day of oxygen and 330 
tons per day of nitrogen. This plant, which will begin operation next year, 
will meet the needs of all the consumers of nitrogen and oxygen in the 
industrial area and the petrociemical plants in particular. 


Work is also going on right now on the implementation of 24 support industries. 
They have begun their production in order to assist in the operations of 
constructing and running the principal industrial installations and the 
residential city. Some of the most important of these support industries 
and businesses are the industries for producing ready-mixed concrete, 
asphalt cement, and prefabricated concrete products, the cement distribution 
business, the quarrying industry, the sale, manufacture and maintenance of 
refrigerators and air conditioners, the printing plant, the laboratories for 
testing and examining materials, and the plants for producing industrial 
gases, concrete pipes, and conduits. So far the Royal Commission has given 
{ts approval for the establishment of about 108 different support industries. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


VINANCE MINISTRY APPROVES EXPENDITURES 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 3 Aug 83 p 3 


[Artucke: "The Ministry of Finance and National Economy Approves the 
Expenditure of About 459 Million Riyals for Financing Projects, and the 
Investment Fund Will Have Commitments Totalling 75.756 Billion Riyals Starting 
in 1991") 


[Text] His Excellency Muhammad Aba al-Khayl, minister of finance and national 
economy and chairman of the board of the Public Investment Fund, approved 

the expenditure of 458,850,000 riyals as payments on loans previously pro- 
vided by the Fund for the financing of projects. Concerning the matter, a 
responsible source in the Ministry of Finance and National Economy said the 
following: "This amount was distributed as follows: 1) 120,750,000 riyals 
for financing the Petromin Mobil Limited project to set up an oil refinery 

in Yanbu’; 2) 103,500,000 riyals for financing the setting up of the Petromin 
Shell ofl refinery project in al-Jubayl; 3) 86,500,000 riyals for financing 
the Saudi Petrochemical Company (SADAF) project to set up a petrochemicals 
complex in al-Jubayl; 4) 85,650,000 riyals for financing the Saudi Yanbu' 
Petrochemical Company project to set up a petrochemical complex in Yanbu’; 

5) 51,750,000 riyals for the al-Jubayl Petrochemical Company to set up a 
petrochemicals complex in al-Jubayl; and 6) 37,950,000 riyals for financing 
the National Mathanol Company (Ibn Sina) project to set up a methanol plant 
in al-Jubayl." 


The source added: "Since its establishment, the Fund has pledged a total of 
30,914,482,000 riyals for the financing of the project of the General Petro- 
leum and Mining Organization (Petromin). The most important projects which 
have been financed by means of these loans have been the projects involving 
the export refineries in al-Jubayl, Yanbu’, and Rabigh, the east-west oil 
pipeline, and the local refineries in Riyadh, Jiddah, and Yanbu’." 


He went on to say: "The Fund has also pledged a total of 31,006,647,800 
riyale to the Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (Sabic). This money has 
been provided for financing ten basic petrochemical projects which are being 
set up by Sabic, jointly with a number of specialized international firms, 
in the two cities of al-Jubayl and Yanbu’. 


"The Fund has also pledged a total of 6 billion riyals for financing the 
purchase of additional airplanes for the Saudi Arabian Airlines Company 
{Saudia]."” 
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SYRIA 


TISHRIN ON SYRIA'S CONCERN FOR LEBANESE SECURITY 
JN230855 Damascus SANA in Arabic 0914 GMT 23 Oct 83 


[Text] Damascus, 23 Oct (SANA)--in today's comment, TISHRIN says it is obvious 
that the U.S. administration wants to undermine the alliance which has proved 
its efficiancy on the ground, besieged the Phalangist plan, and dealt a mortal 
blow to the agreement which Shultz and Begin imposed on Lebanon. 


The paper adds: U.S. President Reagan's recent threats to Syria have turned 
matters upside down. Syria is the shield for Lebanese security, while the only 
danger threatening Lebanon and the region is the aggressive imperialist-Zionist 
presence. 


The paper continues: The leaders of the Lebanese Nationalist Movement who 
have demanded the cancellation of the agreement concluded with Israel and the 
departure of the multinational forces and fleets from Lebanon's territory 

and waters have realized the threat of such presence. On the other hand, the 
Phalangist regime continued to serve as an agent for Israel and to instigate 
the foreign forces to enter as a full partner in the civil war against the 
Lebanese people in particular. 


TISHRIN affirms that Syria is concerned in word and in deed about the success 
of the Lebanese national dialogue and the crystallization of the internal 
accord, because Lebanese accord gives strength and support to Syria's efforts 
and struggle role in the Arab region. 


The paper concludes: For the national dialogue, which is now stumbling, to 
succeed, Lebanon must be liberated from Israel and U.S. trusteeship. As for 
Syria, whose sincere stands they are trying to distort, it has no problem with 
Lebanon other than the problem of the foreign invasion. Once the invaders 
withdraw there will be no problem at all. 
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SYRIA 


BANK DIRECTOR DISCUSSES LOAN OPERATIONS 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 3 Aug 83 p 4 


/Article: "A Conversation About Savings and Loans with the Director 
General of the Popular Credit Bank"/ 


/Text/ Steps /are being taken/ to put a stop to 
the red tape involved when dealing with receiving 
loan requests. 


The bank has 1.371 billion Syrian pounds of 
savings and 682 million Syrian pounds worth of 
investments. 


The Popular Credit Bank is one of the primary banks which provides banking 
services to the public as a whole and to people who engage in various 
trades and professions. 


The bank was founded in 1967 and has played a major role in the development 
/in Syria/ of the concept of bank loans and the introduction of new 
concepts in this field, in spite of the fact that the bank is a new one. 


One of the most prominent aspects of this concept has been the fact that 
the bank, when granting loans to clients, hae relied on production rather 
than capital--as was known to be the case with banks before the revolution 
took place. 


The bank has also taken into consideration the social conditions of 
people with limited income and has helped to solve their problems. In 
addition to this, the bank has helped to support small merchants who have 
not been able to go to banks to ask for loans from them. The bark has 
also helped people in other professions, such as doctors, and has helped 
to establish hospitals. Another achievement of the bank has been tne 
role which it has played in encouraging savings at the bank by making 
collection, payment, and depositing procedures easier. This is 

something which, as time has gone by, has caused the bank's clients to 
have more and more confidence in it. 


Development of the Operations of Granting Credit and Making Deposits 
Mr Muhammad al-Kasm, director general of the Popular Credit Bank, pointed 
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out the following: "In 1972 deposits in our bank totalled 81 millior 
Syrian poinds, and its investments in that same year totalled 46 million 
Syrian pounds. 


"In 19682 the banks’ deposits totalled 371 million Syrian pounds, and its 
investments totalled 662 million Syrian pounds. 


"By 1982 the number of persons who had taken out loans from the bank 
had totalled 90,000. 


"For this year the bank has set aside the sum of 700 million Syrian 
pounds for loans. Of this total amount, 270 million Syrian pourds 
will be for loans to people with limited income." 


Concerning loan priorities, Mr al-Kasm stated the following: "We have 
certain priorities when it comes to the matter of granting loans. For 
example, people who are getting married for the first time get loan 
priority for a 3-month pertod, and others who get priority are people 
who belong to housing collective associations, people from whom payments 
are being demanded doctors, hospitals, and people from other learned 
professions. These groups of people are among those who have priority 
and who urgently require financing, and consequently they are granted 
loans.” 


Mr al-Kasm went on to say: "The bank administration has shown special 
concern for borrowers who have limited income. The ceiling for loans 
granted to this category of people, which as 12 million Syrian pounds 
in previous years, has been raised to 270 million Syrian pounds this 
year, 


"Also, as we know, the annual interest rate has been lowered from 9 


percent to 7 percent, and since it is being repaid in monthly installments, 


this means that a borrower has to pay only half of this interest rate." 


Concerning loan operations involving those of limited income, Mr al-Kasm 
pointed out the existence of obstacles which have arisen as a result 

of increased demand on the part of such people for loans. He stated 
that a total of 700,000 persons of limited income are participating in 
insurance and pension programs. He went on to say: "If we provided loans 
to only 5 percent of all of these people, we would need a total of 350 
million Syrian pounds in order to provide these loans. What would we do 
{f many more people requested loans? This is an unhappy fact for 
borrowers, and we are unable to meet all of the requests that are 
submitted," 


Concerning the method of dealing with this huge number of loan requests, 
Mr al-Kasm pointed out the following: "The bank administration, in its 

principles of implementation, has limited itself to determination of the 
installments, amounts, ccmmissions, ard payment of the amounts according 


c 
Ai 











to schedules in order that the process of granting loans not require long 
steps or procedures or dealing with a lot of red tape--which is something 


which we are against. 


"In addition to this, our 42 branch banks which are located in various 
parts of the country hzve been granted full authority tc engage in the 
operation of providing loans to persons of limited income, In spite of 
tnis, however, our main headquarters is still being deluged with seekers 
of loans since these people believe that only tne main bank will grant 
loans. These people should be aware of the fact that the branch banks 
have full authority to grant loans of less than 6,000 Syrian pounds.” 


Investment Certificates 


"In 1972, total sales of investment certificates arounted to 55 million 
Syrian pounds. By today, however, this total has gone up to 3,034 
billion Syrian pounds. 


"TInis statistic has also had a positive effect when it comes to 
encouraging pecple to put their money into savings. The Investment 
Certificates Office has played the most important role in the operations 
of selling /certificates/ and making payments, and has thus surmounted 
the obstacles posed by red tape. 


"One of the outstanding features about the Investment Certificates Office 
is the fact that, although the work there is still not automated, the 
number of personnel working in this office has been cut down to only six 
exployees. These six employees deal with the huge vclume of work in this 
office, whereas in London, in the Investment Certificates Office of the 

G Group alone, there are 2,000 employees who deal with servicing these 
certificates. 


"ner we talked with some people from a British bank which specializes in 
this field, they told us that they were impressed with the new procedures 
which we were utilizing in our operation of selling investment certificates. 
In fact, they familiarized themselves with our procedures and have 
attempted to utilize them within the framework of their operation.” 


Mr al-Kasm added: “There is no red tape at all involved in our process 

of selling investment certificates, in spite of the fact that our work 

is still not automated and still requires a great deal of effort, 

precision, and checking. Nevertheless, ever since we began selling 
investment certificates, we have not encountered any problems because 

we have succeeded in following a practical approach which involves no 

red tape. The putlic has shown its confidence in us, and we are very 

eager to have the public keep this confidence in us. This is why there 

is ever greater demand, day by day, to purchase our itvestment certificates. 


"Our bank always rewards its subscriber-clierts by giving them, from 
time to time, gifts and prizes. These gifts and prizes are both gifts 
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of money, the amount of which can be as high as 100,000 Syrian pounds, 
and automobiles which are given to them free of charge and for which 
they do not have to pay customs fees. 


"Right now, as you know, a number of automobiles will soon be distributed 
to their new owners after they have drawn them in lotteries. 


"As we have already mentioned, sales of investment certificates so far 
have totalled 3.034 billion Syrian pounds. These certificates have been 
purchased by ordinary peop’e, by housewives, and by legal persons. We 
have a total of 189,000 clients purchasing such certificates, and they 
are of 37 different nationalities." 


[In this connection, Mr al-Kasm pointed out the fact that continual monthly 
purchases of these investment certificates is something which provides 
a social benefit which can be perceived only by those who deal with then. 


Mr al-Kasm went on to say: "If a father buys his child a monthly 
certificate in the amount of 480 Syrian pounde for a period of 10 years, 
he will find that he will have income from then on in the future. Or else 
nis money could remain at his disposal and he would receive 280 Syrian 
pounds per month fron. the bank from then on. 


"This is not something which is limited to children. It is possible 
for a person holding a job to save in this manner and achieve the same 
results when his expenses increase or when he retires. This feature 
is something which people previously were not aware of." 


New Buildings in All the Provinces 


Concerning the article recently written in TISHRIN about improvement in 
the work conditions in a branch of the bank in al-Suwayda', Mr al-Kasm 
said the following: "With regard to the matter of expanding the 
headquarters of the branch bank in al-Suwayda', we agree with Mr Yusuf 
Hinnawi that the headquarters of the branch bank in al-Suwayda' is too 
small and is inadequate for the operatfons which the bank wishes to 
engage in. We have, with the approval of the governor of the province 
of al-Suwayda’, endeavored to begin to put up a new building for the 
bank. We already have studies concerning making the necessary plans 
for this. We had already reviewed all of the existing buildings in 

the city of al-Suwayda’ and found that none of them were suitable to 
serve as the headquarters for the branch bank. We have also followed 
this same approach in the other provinces. We have built buildings, 
according to all of the necessary technical specifications, in Dayr al- 
Zawr, al-Raggah, Salqin, Jablah, Jisr al-Shughur, and Tartus. Our bank 
also has branch bank headquarters in modern buildings in Hims, al- 
Ludhiqiyah, and Damascus, and our bank right now is engaging in the 
preparation of studies concerning the construction of new buildings 
which will serve as branch banks in Hamah, the al-Mazzah area of 
Damascus, al-Maydan, Idlib, Safita, (Saqilbiyah), al-Suwayda', Duma, 
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and Dar'a. We believe that this will be sufficient in terms of 
realizing the aspirations of our bank as well as our citizens and 
/government/ employees.” 





Opening Up Branch Banks in Shahba and Salkhad 


Mr al-Kasm added: "Another goal of the bank is to expand its network of 
branch banks. Right now we have a total of 42 branch banks, whereas not 
too many years ago we only had 23 branch banks. 


Our bank is working on the setting up of 5-year plans, approved by the 
government, which will involve the opening up of new branch banks--in 
accordance with priorities. Currently we have a number of projects which 
are under study and in the stage of implementation.” 
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SYRIA 


WORKERS HONORED FOR OUTSTANDING PRODUCTION, VOLUNTEER WORK 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 4 Aug 83 p 5 


/Article by Wasif Mihna: "On the Occasion of the Ceremony Honoring the 
Enterprises Which Won the Nationwide Production Contest: 15 Million 
Syrian Pour.ds Worth of Manhours Were Donated by the Working Class During 
the Days of National Volunteer Work"/ 


/Text/ Ina previous article we acquainted our readers with the workers 
whe achieved the rank of "national heroes of production.” These workers 
had been honored by their union organization in appreciation for the 

efforts which they had undertaken in the realms of labor and innovation. 


Of course, being honored thus means many things and involves many 
dimensions. But the revolutionary struggle of the working class remains 
the basis and focal point of everything. This is something which is being 
confirmed by all of the basic positive achievements accomplished during 
the course of our development. The working claes and its union 
organization, during the course of our revolution and under the leadership 
of the Ba'’th Party, has demonstrated its effectiveness and ability to 
carry out its mission and live up to its great responsibilities related 

to developing and supporting the nation’s economic base--by providing it 
with all the basic elements at steadfastness and strength. This has been 
accomplished by means of the efforts and producitivity of the working 
class and by means of reinforcing and strengthening the position of the 
public sector. 


In order for us to give a clearer picture of the situation in this regard, 
it is necessary for us to deal extensively with the great positive 
achievements which were accomplished by the working class during Production 
Month andduring the National Volunteer Work Days which took place last 
March. 


Comrade Faruq Thurayya, member of the Executive Bureau and secretary for 


economic affairs in the General Federation Labor Unions, had the following 
to say concerning this topic: 
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"The efforts expended by our working class constitute an overflowing 
spring which reaches its climax during the weeks and months of production 
when the socialist production competitions take place and during the 
National Volunteer Work Days when our workers donate their days off as 
unpaid work days in honor of our party and our revclution and in order to 
support and consolidate our nation’s production and our national cause. 


"These Production Weeks and Months as well as these National Volunteer 
Work Days have, in turn, become an established tradition among the working 
class and their union organization. They both emerged and became 
consolidated after the initiation of the Corrective Movement which is 
being led by our revolutionary comarde Hafiz al-Asad. 


"We in the union organization are constantly endeavoring to develop the 
content and methods of implementing these Production Weeks and Months 
which have justly come to be considered a /national/ eccnomic demonstration. 
The Production Months are regarded as being a pioneering phenomenon which 
accomplishes numerous objectives during a single given space of time. 

For example, the Production Month which was organized last March by the 
working class, under the leadership of its union organization, in honor 
of the founding of the Ba'th Party and in honor of its revolution 
constituted a national political demonstration during which one clearly 
saw that there was solidarity between our working masses and their 

party, leader, and revolution. 


"In addition to this, this Production Month also constituted an economic 
production demonstration which was embodied by the figures established by 
the General Federation as a basis for evaluating the performance of the 
enterprises and which served as the basis on which the enterprises 
competed with each other. These figures were not random figures intended 
to be temporary. They took into consideration the plan for 1982 and the 
plan for the first quarter of 1983, including the Production Month itself. 
They had the objective of demonstrating the goals of scientific operation 
of the enterprises by means of focusing in on them. These figures dealt 
with the following matters: 1) cost and cost accounting; 2) avoiding the 
accumulation of accounting work; 3) avoiding waste; 4) economizing and 
organizing the procedures for distributing products; and 5) fulfilling 
the established plans without resorting to additional work.” 


Comrade Thurayya went on to say: "One could also say that March, which 
was the Production Month, was also a means of consolidating the democratic 
administration of putlic means of productior. This was evidenced by the 
cooperation between the union organizations. /government/ offices, and 
party organizations in their efforts to have the competitions succeed and 
to consolidate the role of the Production Councils ag the major preparer, 
organizer, and evaluator of the achievements accomplished during this 


month. 


"Furthermore, Production Morth served as the embodiment of the development 
of cooperation between the union organization, with its various branch 
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organizations, and the Prime Minister's Office and the ministries 
concerned, This became especially evident in the consultations which 

were held and the work which was done to establish the means of comparison 
and categorization which were necessary in order to evaluate the 
achievements of this month and to nominate both outstanding workers and 
enterprises as candidates for the rank of ‘heroes of production.’ 


"Finally, one may say that the above-mentioned Production Month brougiit 
about an important qualitative improvement in the activity of most of the 
enterprises. This became evident in the work done by the enterprises, 
administrative offices, and workers in order to carry out their plans 
successfully and make their contribution toward providing additiona 
support for our national economy.” 


Concerning the results of Production Month in terms of statistical 
achivements, Comrade Thurayya said the following: 


"The month of Marck, which was Production Morth, was not limited to 
socialist competitions. During this month our workers in all of the 
public sector enterprises donated one day each of their days off as 
Volunteer Work Days for which they received no wages. In fact, the 
workers of some of the erterprises donated mcre than one such Volunteer 
Work Day. We are proud to say that 143,820 workers, both male and female, 
perticipated in this National Volunteer Work Dzy program, and the amount 
of time donates was equal to a total of 14,935,500 Syrian pourds worth of 
of wages. The fact is that the profit which resulted from these Volunteer 
work Days was far greater than this if we take into consideration the value 
of the products produced during these days. 


"This constitutes new proof of the fact that our working class if loyal 
to our party and to our leader, is interested in progress, desires 
liberation, and wishes to follow the path of socialism. Actually this 

is nothing new in the case of our workers because, as our leader Hafiz 
al-Asad said during the 20th Congress of the General Federation /of 

Labor Unions/, they believe the following: ‘Our nation, in which we are 
constructing the towering edifice of socialism, is a nation of honorable 
people and a nation of producers. We have said ard emphasized many times 
that our nation is one in which the life of the nation is decicated 
solely to progress and socialism.’ A nation such as this requires loyalty 
and sacrifice from its people--especially from its working people. 


"Therefore the honoring of the "heroes of proudction’ and enterprises 
/which distinguished themselves/ was tantamount to honoring the working 
class at all of its production sites. Im order to give a ccmplete 
picture concerning the recipients of the honors, we should also mention 
which enterprises won theproduction contest this year and were honored 
because of the practical--rather than theoretical--achievements which 
they accomplished in the reaim of fulfilling their production plans in 
accordance with the above-mentioned bases for evaluation. 
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"When such enterprises are honored, this means that aJl the workers 
who work in them are also honored. The reason for this is that, without 
these workers, these enterprises would merely constitute buildings, 
machinery, and raw materials which are silent and motionless. Labor 
constitutes the basic force involved and is the basic production force 
in our society. The more this basic production force is nurtured and 
encouraged, the more it will provide for us and sacrifice itself for us. 


"The following is a list of the names of the enterprises which won the 
production contest and the degrees to which they fulfilled their production 
plans in 1982: 


1. The Ministry of Industry. 
2. The General Cement Organization. 


3. The Supreme Council of General Construction Companies. The 
construction companies carried out numerous jobs in accordance with 
business contracts whose value totalled more than 3 billion Syrian pounds. 


4. The Military Housing Organization, which fulfilled its production 
plan 79 percert. 


- 


5. The General Nylon Fibers and Stockings Company, which fulfilled its 
production plan approximately 119 percent. 


6. The General Carpet Manufacturing Company, which fulfilled its plan 
85 percent. 


7. The General Metal Industries Company, which fulfilled its plan 99 
percent. 


8. The General Electronic Industries Company, which fulfilled its 
production plan 98 percent. 


9. The General Chemical Cleaning Agents Manufacturing Company, which 
fulfilled its plan 112 percent. 


10. The Modern Canning and Food Industries /Comwpany/, which fulfilled 
its plan 99 percent. 


ll. The General Mills Company, which fulfilled its plan 104 percent. 
12. The Hims Sugar Company, which fulfilled its plan 95 percent. 


13. The General Road Construction Company, which fulfilled its plan 104 
percent. 


14. The Hims Grape Processing Company, which fulfilled its plan 112 percent. 

















15. The Hime General Kefining Company. 


\6. The Hamak General tron Products Company, which fulfilled its plan 


17. The Syrian Cement and Bullding Materlale Manufacturing Company, which 
fulfilled its plan /6 percent. 
16. The Hamah Electricity Adminietration, 


19. The Masyaf Foctwear Plant, which fulfilled its plan 161 percent. 


20. The Aleppo General Battery anc Liquefied Petroleum Gas Company, which 
fulfilled its plan 109 percent. 


Zi. ‘the General Fdible Olle Processing Company, which fulfilled its plan 


pe re ert. 
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ZZ. The al-Shahba’ Spinning and Weaving Mille Company, which fulfilled 
its plan 114 percent. 
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24 fhe [dlib Electric’ty Administration, which fulfilled its plan 100 
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ercent 
23. The Idlib Spinning Company, which fulfilled its plan 120 percent. 
26. The Idlib Canning Plant, which fulfilled its plan 95 percent. 


2]. The al-kaqqah General Land Keclamation Company. 


28. The al-Ladhiqiyah General Electric Motor Manufacturing Company, 
a” 


which fulfilled its plan 54 percent. 


29. The al-Ladhiqiysh General Aluminum Sections Manufacturing Company, 


which fulfilled its plan 69 percent. 

30. The General Navigation Authorization Company. 

Ihe The Rock Salt Mine. 

32. The dayr al-Zawr Sugar Hefinery, which fulfilled its plan 125 percent. 


13. The al-RKumaylan O11 Field Administration, which fulfilled its plan 
1OS percent. 


34. The al-Jabisah O11 Fleld Adminitatration, which fulfilled its plan 
ll/ percent. 


35. The Dar's Cattlebreeding Facility, which fulfilled its plan 111 percent. 
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36. The al-Suwayda’ General Grape Processing Company, which fulfilled 
its plan 109 percent. 


3]. The United Commercial /missing text/, which fulfilled its plan 
96 percent. 


38. The General Spinning and weaving Mills Company, which fulfilled 
its plan 99 pereent. 


39. The Syrian Dairy Products Company, which fulfilled its plan 90 percent. 


40. The General Construction Company, which successfully fulfilled its 
plans at high percentages. 


41. The Dummar National Cement Company, which fulfilled its plan 99 
percent.” 
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CEMENT COMPANY DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 24 Jul 83 p G 
/Article by Jamal ‘Amir: "How Far Have We Come With Our Cement Indust ry?"/ 


/txcerpts/ The director general of the General Cement 
Manufacturing Corporation says: "Our production this 
year will be about 4 million tons, and the requirement 
ie 5 million. We are introducing new production lines 
and are continually experimenting in order to produce 


three different types of cement.” 


The tremendous developmental progress and urban expansion which our 

nation has undergone ever since 1970 has led to an increase in the demand 
for cement. This material is one which is indispensable in any development 
project, The result of this has been the fact that our nation has witnessed 
considerable development in the realm of cement production. Many cement- 
producing plants have been set up which utilize the most modern technology. 
The purpose of building these plants has been to meet the increasing need 
for this material. However, in spite of the fact that many such large 
plants have been set up, they are still burdened by thefact that there is 

an increasing demand for cement even after many such plants have long 

since been built. What is the current status of our cement industry? 

is there a balance between supply and demand? Are the plants operating , 
at full capacity or not? All of these questions and others were addressed 
to the director general of the General Cement Manufacturing Corporation. 


Reasons for the Increase in Demand 


Engineer ‘Ali al-Tarabulusi, the director general of the General Cement 
Manufacturing Corporation, had the following to say: "Our need for 
cement has been the result of the tremendous urban development which 

our nation has undergone and has been the result of the fact that the 
government has engaged in the setting up of numerous large projects. 

All of this has led to an increase in the demand for cement. In order 
to meet this demand, it was necessary to build numerous plants necessary 
for the manufacture of cement. The result of this was the construction 


, 


of plants in ‘Adra, Tartus, tiatah, and Aleppo. This resulted in a boom 
in this industry. We can see proof of this if we compare our proudction 








in 1965, which totalled 654,642 tors, with this year’s production, which 
will total 4 million tons. By next year cement production will be more 
than 5 million tons.” 


Tne Need for New Plants 


"Nevertheless, and in spite of the increase in production, there is a 
need to produce more cement. Since the government has undertaken the 
construction of new projects, this has resulted in an increase in the 
need for this material. For this reason, instructions have been handed 
down to build new plants. A new plant is going to be built in al-Hasakah 
now that geological research has confirmed the suitability of the 
material located in the Jabal ‘Abd-al-'Aziz area for the production of 
cement. By building this plant we will eliminate the problem of having 
to transport this material to the eastern areas of the country. 

Kesearch is also going on concerning the possibility of building a plant 
in ai-Ladhiqiyah, and we are going to engage in the development of the 
two plants at Hamah and ‘Adra by means of increasing the production 
lines there." 


The Corporation's General Situation 


Mr al-Tarabulusi added: “The production situation in the corporation is 

a good one, and the corporation has made considerable progress. One 
result of this was the fact that our corporation won the production 
contest this year which was held by the Ministry of Industry. I should 
not fail to mention the fact that a great deal of the credit for improving 
th production situation of our cement industry is due to the minister 

of industry and the help which he has provided us. The situation of this 
industry has also been aided by the fact that it has been monitored 
continuously and red tape has been avoided." 


The Plants’ Current Production Situation 


Mr al-Tarabulusi also pointed out the following: "All the cement plants 
are now operating well, and we have no problems. We have production 
lines which are in the process of being set up, and they will be in 
operation before the end of this year. The third production line in the 
cement plant at ‘Adra will be functioning by the end of this month. The 
third production line in_the Tartus plant is ready for operation, but the 
fourth production line /at the Tartus plant/ will not be in operation 
before the end of the tenth month /of this year/." 


Concerning the Tartus plant in particular, Mr al-Tarabulusi said: "This 
plant has an enormous production capacity. Its full production capacity 
totals 1.7 million tons of cement per year. The reason there has been 

a delay in operating this plant at full capacity has been the fact that 
a delay occurred both in the operation of setting up the installatiors 
of the plant and in furnishing the designs. The responsibility for this 
delay has been partly ours and partly that of the product companies 











"As I have said, right now the situation is a good one. The Aleppo 
plant is entirely in operation, and this is also true of the plant at 
Dummar. As has been mentioned already, the plan is being fulfilled.” 


Production of New Types of Cement 


Mr al-Tarabulusi added: "We are now attempting to produce some new 
types of cement, including pozzolan cement, which has been used with 
good results. This cement is produced by having a 50 percent mix of 
volcanic sand of the type found in the Shahba area of theprovince of 
al-Suwayda’. We are still in the stage of experimenting with the 
utilization of this type of cement. The process of producing this 
cement involves a great reduction in costs. The cost of 1 ton of 
this type of sand is only 60 Syrian pounds, whereas 1 ton of clinker 
costs 260 Syrian pounds. 


"we need to act quickly ang produce these new types of cement so that our 
productior will not be limited to portland cement--which is the type 
currently being produced in Syria. The utilization of this type of 
cement should be restricted to the construction of bridges with large 
opentngs and construction which requires high degrees of resistance. 
Unfortunately, right now we are utilizing this type of cement for all 
purposes--including the production of paving slabs, as mortar, and to 
make concrete pipes and blocks. 


"By means of our repeated visits to numerous plants in foreign countries 
and other Arab ccuntries, we have noticed that portland cement is the 
most expensive type of cement and that its utilization is limited and 
restricted to construction which requires high degrees of resistance. 
Tt.is is the situation from the economic point of view. As for the 
technical aspect of matters, we should not utilize this type of cement 
for encasing operations which require filling material for walls. 


"For this reason we have begun to conduct experiments involving the 
production of pozzolan cement. We have noticed that neighboring countries 
such as Turkey, Cyprus, and Greece are mixing in high percentages of 
volcanic sand with clinker when producing their cement. These percentages 
are perhaps as high as 40 percent. Pozzolan cement is utilized in both 
underground construction and underwater construction in the sea. The 
reason for this is that this type of cement is resistant to sulphurous 
materials as well as salt water and acidic water. In additior to this, 
volcanic sand has the ability to seal up concrete because it is a filling 
material and interacts with free lime. This is why we notice that no 
free lime appears on the surface of concrete which is produced by means 
the utilization of pozzolan cement. 


"As I have said, we are still in the experimentation stage regarding the 
utilization of this type of cement. “le expect to increase the percentages 
of volcanic sand utilized in this type of cerent. When we finish our 
research, we expect to then have one of our cement plants devote between 

















30 and 40 percent of its production activity to the production of 
pozzolan cement. This will enable us to increase production and 
decrease costs. 


“There is also another type of cement which is called ‘silicate cement.’ 
This type of cement is composed of clinker and as much as 20 percent sand 
/of a particular type/. This type of sand is found in Syria, we have 
conducted experiments with it, and we have achieved good results when 
this type of cement is used for mortar, blocks, paving slabs, ard pipes. 
This silicate cement is widely produced on a large scale in Egypt. When 
proudcing such cement, one adds 10 percent silica, and the cement thus 
continues to meet the specifications of portland cement. That is to say, 
there is no danger in using this type of cement in construction requiring 
reinforced concrete. Right now we are preparing to begin experimenting 
with the production and utilization of silicate cement. The type of 

sand necessary is available in abundance in the ‘Adra-al-Qaryatayn area. 
This fact will allow us to add this material /to the cement being produced/ 
without our having to assume expensive transport costs. 


"There is also a type of cement known as ‘lime cement.’ This type of 
cement is produced in Morocco. In the production of this type of cement, 
as much as 30 percent of the cement is composed of limestone--of the 

type used in construction--which is ground up and mixed in with clinker. 
This type of cement is utilized in finishing work and in the making of 
cement blocks and paving slabs. This is not meant for reinforced concrete, 
and its mortar has features which are not present in the other types of 
cement. It is an easy type of cement to fashion and to utilize. Right 
now we are conducting experiments in the utilization of this type of 
cement. 


"If we undertake the production of these types of cement, as is done in 
neighboring countries, then we will be filling sacks of cement with 
particular types of cement and on each sack it will be written which 

type of cement is contained therein and what this cement is intended to 
be used for. For example, the sack would say that portland cement is 
used for jobs where high degrees of resistance are required. As for 
pozzolan cement,the uses depend on the nature of the mixture. If we add 
up to 10 pereent, the cement will still meet the specifications of 
portland cement, it will still be able to be used in the same cases where 
portland cement is used, and in addition to this it will have the 
advantages and acid. And finally, the cement sacks will say that silicate 
cement and lime cement are to be used for finishing work. 


"Hére we have been dealing with the utilization of cement from the economic 
point of view. The utilization of portland cement in finishing work is 
something which is unknown in the rest of the world because this is 

some thing which causes economic losses and cannot be justified in technical 
terms." 
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Balancing Supply With Demand 


f asked Mr al-Tarabulusi what our nation’s requirement for cement is and 
whether or not the amount of cement we produce is enough to meet this 
requirement. His answer was as follows: 


"The requirement per capita of cement varies between 400 ard 500 kilograms 
per year. This is the internationally-accepted figure. This means that 
our nation's cement requirement is no more than 5 million tons per year. 
This figure is based on our country’s population, which is about 10 
million. This fact makes us confident that the quantities of cement 
which will be produced next year will be sufficient and will meet the 
demand for cement. However, the insane eagerness on the part of many 
people to construct buildings which are in violation /of the building 
code/ and which are not subject to regulation is an impcrtant factor 
which upsets this balance between supply and demand. 


"In the middle of 1984 it is very likely that we will be able to export 
quantities of cement after meeting the demand of our domestic market. If 
we proceed with the utilization of alternative /types of cement/, then 

it is inevitable that we will be exporting cement." 


The Future of the Dummar Plant 


Concerning the future of the existing cement plant at Dummar, Mr 
al-larabulusi said the following: "At the present time we are studying 
the possibility of setting up a new plant in Dummar in order to be able 
to dispense with the currently existing plant. However, this is 
conditional upon the availability of technical capabilities which can 
guarantee protection of the environment. In other words, if we can 
find a mcdern method of protecting the environment from gases, then we 
will be able to construct this plant, otherwise we will have to move the 
old plant. Many firms are undertaking visits to this plant in order to 
study the possibility of settingup a new plant, provided that the 
environment can be protected from pollution." 


Future Plans 


"Right now we have plans to replace and renovate some areas of our cement 
plants in order that they keep pace with international technology in terms 
of reducing waste and utilizing production requirements. A number of 
international firms are visiting our plants every week and are offering 
new suggestions and solutions for the development and improvement of 
production methods. If we look at some of the world statistics dealing 
with cement production per capita per hour, we find that some of these 
nations have achieved a fantastic rate of production. For example, l 

ton of cement per hour is produced by 0.3 workers in Japan, 0.4 workers 

in Switzerland, 0.7 workers in Norway, 0.9 workers in Germany, and 1.5 
workers in Moroccc. In Syria, however, it takes 6 or 7 workers to produce 
1 ton of cement per hour. The reason for this is not that our workers are 











not capable and not knowledgeable about what they are doing. The reason 
for this is that some of our production lines are old ard do not produce 
efficiently. What we must do then is to introduce production methods 
based on modern scier.tific development. Right now we have production 
lines which proude 200 tons per day. These production lines require a 
total number of supervisors and workers which equals the number of 
supervisors and workers needed by a /more modern/ plant to prouce 

3,000 tons per day.” 


In conclusion, Mr al-Tarabulusi said: "The plan this year was fulfilled 
96 percent. During the first half of this year we produced 1.8 million 
tons of cement. This means that, by the end of the year, we will have 
produced 3.8 million tons of cement.” 


Commentary by the Editor 


we are glad to hear that all of the cerment-producing plants in our 

untry are operating smoothly and that additional production lines will 
be in operation in the near future so that our production next year will 

tal 5 million tons of cement. However, it is also important for us 

to endeavcr to utilize, as soon as possible, alternative /types of cerent/ 
which have proven to be successful. We must also be czreful in our 
distributior. operations in order that our cement be properly distributed, 
in order that money be spent only in the proper areas, and in order that 
people not resort to the black market. We must also put a stop to the 
practice of construction which is in violation Jot the building code/. 
[f we can bring about all of this, then supply will exceed demand and we 
will reach the stage where we will be able to export cement. 
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WORLD ISLAMIC CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN 


ISLAMABAD 


Karachi DAWN in English 14 Oct 83 p 20 


[Text ! 


CSO 


LONDON, Oct 14. A three-day In 
ternational Islami Conference 
will be held in Islamabad from De 
cember 10th to 12th 1983 organised 
by the Islamic Council, a world 
body of Islamic statesmen and 
scholars. The conference theme is 
“Islam today” 

Mr Suleem Azzam, Secretary 
General Islamic Council told a 
Press conference here today that 
President Zia ul Hag has agreed to 
address the conference 

He said that the conterence ts be 
ing held in Pakistan for several 
good reasons. First, Pakistan is a 
State based on the ideology of 
Islam, is committed to its worid 
mission, has a strong movement 
both at people's level and at gov- 
ernment level for the establish- 
ment of Islami order in the 
country, and has welcomed the 
Council to hold the conference on 
its soil 

Secondly, by holding the conter- 
ence in Pakistan which is a sanc- 
tuary for over three million Af- 
ghans, we want to demonstrate our 
solidarity, support and brother. 
hood with the Afghan Mujahideen 
and the people of Afghanistan in 
their heros and historic struggle 

This becomes all the more im 
portant as the Jehad in Af 
ghanistan does not represent 
merely a secular national struggle 
but a commitment of a Muslim 
people to protect their faith as well 
as their homeland 

Islamic movement is the hack. 
hone of the struggle and its obliga 
tion is the establishment of an Is 


lami order in independent 
\ighanistan. 
Hence our preference tor 4 


metropolis that is so close to the 
venue of the greatest ideological 
truggle today. 
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Significant contribution 


This conference, Mr Azzam said 
will be another significant con 
tribution on the part of the forces of 
an islamic resurgence to articulate 
before the world what Islam stands 
for today 

Islamic resurgence has not been 
presented to the world in its proper 
colours and the Islamic Council has 
made serious efforts to present be- 
fore the world the real ideology of 
Islamic resurgence in two earlier 
documents. 

a) The universal! Islamic deciafa- 
tion and b) The international Is 
lamic declaration of human rights, 
released in conferences held in 
London and Paris. 

We are organising another major 
conference on “Islam today” in 
which distinguished Muslim scho- 
lars, thinkers and statesmen will 
address themselves to some of the 
maior issues facing the Muslim 
world, particularly Palestine and 
Afghanistan, as also to the nature 
and role of the Islamic States in 
modern times. 

The centre-piece of the confer 
ence programme will bé the an 
nouncement of a model Islami 
constitution 

“In this connection some 
amongst you may ask why so much 
importance to the subject of an Is 
lamic constitution? The answer ts 
that having experimented and 
failed dismally with a variety of 
foreign secular political systems. 
the Muslim people are convinced 
that the adoption of the Islami 
political system in their lands is the 
need of the hour 

They believe that imported 
systems have failed because thes 
were against the genius of ther 
people and at variance with their 
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values and traditions. They are be 
coming more and more conscious of 
a new politial breakthrough, 
whose hallmark is Islamic ideology 
and an active role of the Muslim 
people. 

Many problems that beset them 
can be solved only if an appropriate 
political participation of the 
people within an Islami 
framework begins. An Islamic con 
stitution is 4 natural starting point 

That is why there is a universa 
urge in the Muslim people to re 
structure their political system, he 
said. 


Model constitution 


Mr Azzam said aware of this asp: 
ration of the Musiim peoples’ and 
fully sharing hopes and longings, 
the Islamic Council has spent 
several years in producing 4a model 
Islamic constitution which would 
contain the essentials of an Islami 
State. 

A group of eminent Muslim scho 
lars, statesmen and representa 
tives of Islamic movements have 
participated in this effort over an 
extended period of time. 

By the grace of God, the model — 
based on the Quran and the Sunnah 
— has now been prepared and will 
be presented to the world at the 
forthcoming Islamabad 
conference. 


it is our hope that this model will 
strengthen the hands of Islam 
movements striving for the 
establishment of Islamic order in 
their lands will be useful guide for 
those Muslim regimes which 
sincerely wish to introduce Islami 
constitutions in their countries.” 
he added. —PPI 
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HIGH-POWERED TEAM TO ATTEND CONSORTIUM MEETING IN PARIS 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 9 Oct 83 pp 1, 8 


{(Excerpt] Quetta, Oct. 8: A high powered delegation from Pakistan is to 
visit France to present the country's case at the consortium meeting in Paris 
in December for foreign aid to implement its current five-year plan. 


The Provincial Governor, Let.-Gen. Rahimuddin Khan, told correspondents here 
today that Baluchistan Government had almost prepared all relevant documents 
for its Special Development Plan, which would come up for consideration at 
the coming consortium in at Paris. [as published] 


Under the SDP, major projects such as Mirani dam across river Dasht in 
Mekran, widening of Pat Feeder and Saindak copper in Chagai, might be 
considered for funding at the consortium meeting. 


The Governor hoped that a senior officer from Baluchistan would be included 


in the Pakistan delegation for the consortium meeting to present provincial 
case for foreign aid effectively and efficiently. 
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INDIA-PAKISTAN RELATIONS: DAILY TELEGRAPH CITED 


Karachi DAWN in English 14 Oct 83 p 20 


ISLAMABAD, Oct 14: A leading 
British newspaper has advised In- 
dian Prime Minrster Mrs Indira 
Gandhi that if she wants to prevent 
a war with Pakistan, sks should not 
look for weapons alone but also an 
effective diplomatic effort. 

War can only partly be fought by 
weapons, London's daily “Tele 
graph” said in a@ recent editorial 
and added that diplomacy would 
have to play a large part in prevent. 
ing such a war 

“And in order to be heard on this 
matter India will have to improve 
its diplomatic clout” the news 
paper said and in this connection 
pointed to what it called “the tough 
stand” that she had taken with the 
American media during her recent 
tour of the United States 


The ‘Telegraph’ in its editorial 
entitled “How to contain 
Pakistan’” said her tough stand 
would have had much greater im. 
pact had it been backed by a more 
impressive attendance at the mini 
summit called by her at the United 
Nations 

The newspaper questioned Mrs 
Gandhi's assertion at the NBC 
“Meet the Press” programme in 
which she had stated that US aid to 
Pakistan was putting Pakistan 
militarily ten years ahead of India. 
Telegraph’ said this remark of Mrs 
Gandhi was obviously meant for 
foreign consumption. 

Excerpts from the editoria! 

But if she wants to be taken seri 
ously abroad, her remark must 
hear close scrutiny at home too. Itis 
a fact of life that India and Pakistan 
are caught up in a4 vicious and 


costly arms race. In such a situation 
the aim should be to strike a ba 
lance between genuine defence 
needs which can only be met from 
abroad and the temptation to go 
shopping. How serious then is the 
disbalance the Prime Minister is 
taking about? In the light of avafl- 
able facts it would seem that 
Pakistan has lately changed her 
arms strategy vis-a-vis India. Re- 
cent trends in Pakistani arms im- 
ports indicate a strengthening of 
punch and stopping power. The 
high technology purchases which 
are very unsuitable for a prolonged 
war are in fact designed among 
others to neutralise Indian thrusts 
and hold off India. 

A big push by Indian armour is 
also soxaght to be prevented by 
strengthening the air force. 
Pakistan has further sought to en 
sure that its trade lanes remain 
open by acquiring strong navel 
capabilities. The next war en 
visaged by Pakistan is a short 
blistering one out of which 
Pakistan can emerge victors or at 
worst equals. 

Indian strategy in this light musi 
also change. The prime aim now is 
to develop infallible penetration 
power. Since recent Pakistani ac- 
quisitions are of very complicated 
technology, they would require 
very strong and costly backup 
facilities located at bases. 

For this, of course, the Govern 
ment must reinsti! a sense of confi- 
dence in the defence laboratories 
whih are in many cases dis 
heartened as they fee! tiat the Gov- 
ernment is interested only in 
imports. —APP 
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TEAM TO VISIT CHINA TO STUDY INTER-COUNTRY PRODUCTION OF HEAVY MACHINERY 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 11 Oct 83 p l 

[Article by Anwar Rajani] 

[Text] The Government is understood to be considering a proposal to launch 
an "inter-country production” programme in collaboration with the People's 


Republic of China to manufacture heavy items of industrial machinery for 
export to the Middle East and Africa, it is reliably learnt. 





Some heavy machinery is already being produced by the Taxila Complex, set 
up with the help of China. Some sophisticated components of this machinery 
are produced in China. 


Industries Minister Illahi Bakhsh Soomro is to lead a delegation on a 
10-day visit to China to explore the possibilities of this "Inter-Country” 
Production programme. The delegation will also study the possibilities of 
collaboration between China and Pakistan in other industrial fields. 


The delegation is scheduled to leave for China from Karachi on Nov. 3 
next. 


The other fields where the possibilities of cooperation will be explored 
relate to the manufacture of agricultural equipment, diesel engines, 
electrical equipment. 


The delegation during its stay will also see the production of cement and 
fertilizers at mini plants. Possibilities will be explored if these mini 
plants can be manufactured in Pakistan with the Chinese help. 


Discussions will also be held by the delegation with the Chinese authorities 
for training of technicians and professionals in China. 
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CONCERN EXPRESSED OVER IMPORT-EXPORT GAP 


Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 13 Oct 83 p 2 


{Editorial} 


[Text } 


It is good to hear almost 
every year that the import 
policy has been “liberalised” 
in favour of industrialists 
amd businessmen to enable 
them to imcrease the domes- 
1c production for boosting 
exports as well as home con- 
sumption. Unfortunately, this 
has not happened, and each 
year we spend millions of 
rupees on imports. The re- 
su is that not only our im- 
port bill has grown over the 
years but also our debt bur- 
den has multiphed to un- 
manageable proportions. The 
breakdown of major imports 
makes it obvious that our 
imports of comsumer goods 
as well as raw materials are 
increasing, and we have 
failed to substitute them do- 
mestically. 

It is often said that con- 
sumer goods are imported to 
generate competition at 
home, to curb the evil of 
smuggling, and to provide 
additional incentives for in- 
creasing production in the 
country. Why have these 
objectives not been achieved 


ip the last 35 years or s0? 
Despite the so-called “ccm- 
petition”, home products of 
far inferior quality are being 
marketed at excessively high 
prices. Smuggling is as com- 
mon as ever. The domestic 
production of the goods is 
stagnant or falling Obvious- 
ly. there is somethmg wrong 
with either the policy or the 
enterprise. 

Hive we cared to think 
that one basic reason for the 
uminhibited rise in domestic 
prices is that we continue to 
import most of our require- 
ments from the inflation- 
ridden Western countries? 
The pattern of trade rela- 
tions that-we “have so far 
maintained has done great 
harm. It is very well to say 
that no ome dictates terms to 
us But ome would like to 
ask: What does the phrase 
“Pakistan abides by the con- 
ditions like other member 
countries” mean? May be, 
the public complaints made 
by Mexico and Brazil in this 
conmection against arm twis- 
ting by IMF. do not fal) in 
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done, let us not forget the 
old adage, one who pays the 
piner calls the tune. Can it 
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pid to agricultural develop- 
ment and the production of 
a few commodities has gone 
up. But have we cared to 
calculate at what cost these 
results have been achieved? 
Has a study of cost-benefit 
ratio been made? We are 
sure that we have been los- 
ing a lot of money on the ex- 
port of primary products be- 
cause of lack of these 
studies. It is known that 
foreign importers rig the 
market in primary products 
aml keep the prices of 
primary products at the 
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lowest _ level. Thus we 
are the losers. The strategy 
of development which we 


have imported from these 
same countries is capita! in- 
tensive and we have to im- 
port all sorts of ,oods from 
these countries at much 
higher prices. The result is 
that our balance of trade ix 
always against us. The 
question is: How long can 


we finamce the deficif by 


borrowing from abroad? 
And who are the gainers? 
Why should we follow a 


course that is known to lead 


10 ultimate ruination? Why 
can’t we cut our coat accord- 
ing to the cloth? Don’t we 
realise that in developing 
cuumtries economic develop- 
ment should get preference 
over politics because politics 
without strength means noth- 
ing? And strength can come 
omly through economic de- 
velopment. Our only politics 
should be economic deve- 
lopment and progress. WNa- 
tional interest must be given 
the pride of place in all our 
decisions and deliberations. 
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INVESTMENT [INCENTIVES URGED 
hi DAWN in English 34 Oct 43 p 15 
"Investment Requirements” | 


VAte { }: 
Fadi OT 1A ‘ 


VN impressive = imidustrial 
packaye has been prepared tor 
the Sixth Five Year Pian in 


which the private sector has 
heen given a larver rolé than 
hefore This is 
fact that an industrial invest 
ment of rupees 77 billion is pro 
jected for the Sixth Pian period 
against the rupees 40 billion in 
vested in the manufacturing 
sector in the last Pian period 
Whereas about half of the in 
vestment in the last Plan period 
was in the public sector, this 
time only rupees 1% billion out 
of the total of rupees 77 billion 
is earmarked for the public wn 
tor. This means that heavy re- 
hance 1% bemg placed on the 
private sector for the country’s 
industrial progress in the next 
five years, and should the pri 
vate sector fail to match cur 
rent projections of investment 
then obviously industrial 
growth will be affected 

In this connection 4 @ate 
ment made ,ecerntiy hy the 
président of the Karachi 
Chasaber of Commer: « and In 
dustry i# meaningful, particu 
larly in view of the fact that he 
heads the largest such chamber 
in the country. During 4 meet 
ing with the Federai Planning 
Minister he expressed 
gratitude for the 


reflected in the 


ris 
“expanded 
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; 


role” assigned to the private 
settor and said that it would 
meet the challenge “il the 
many sided constraints faced 
by trade and industry” were re- 
moved, or at least reduced It 16 
this last factor that 6) worri 
wome, for investment will flag if 
industrial circles feel that they 
are being viven araw deal. Asit 
is the element of political un 
certainty Wetting wives 
ment, and if on top of this there 
are doubts about the ability of 
the infrastructure to sustain 
new plants, or if the procedure 
for getting sanctions and the 
dealings with Government de- 
partments remain unduly com- 
plex, there may be a large 
hhortfall in investment. The 
(Chamber President did point 
out to the Pianning Minister 
that there 6 an acute shortage 
A infrastructure facilities m 
ihe «country, imcluding gas, 
power, land and water, ard that 
the A fuel adjustment 
surcharge has worwned the 
problem. He alas said that the 
procedure for sanctioning in 
dustries and providing loars 
hould be simplified 

There can be no denying that 
trade and industry has alresay 
wuffered heavily because of in 
frastructutal problems anc de 
ficlencies and in the last two 


ery 
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years particularly shortages of 
£4%, water and electricity have 
reached disquieting propor. 
tions. The loss of production in 
itself will have heen heavy 
enough, but perhaps more seri 
ous is the erosion of confidence 
in the Government's ability to 
plan properly, resulting in the 
failures of the past many years. 
There is no doubt that the Gov- 
ernment on Ws part is also try- 
ing to solve the problems. 

The lapses in planning which 
were revealed by the shortages 
which developed were serious. 
The lack of promptness in try 
ing, to rectify the situation has 
also led to criticism. Theg, of 
course, the levy of the fuel ad- 
justment surcharge jin Karachi 
is an aberration which is dif. 
ficult to wumderstand: why 
should such a large chunk of in- 
dustry he put at a disadvantage 
in comparison to the others, 
and why should this area be 
penalised in respect of attract- 
ing new investment. All these 
factors require more than ver- 
bal aseurances from officials. if 
investors’ fears are to be al- 
layed, there must he solid evi- 
dence of action on the Govern- 
ment’s part; if this .s not forth- 
coming then the investment ex- 
pected from the private sector 
during the current Plan will be 
at some risk 
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CONSTRUCTION OF PAKISTAN STEEL'S COLD ROLLING MILL IN ADVANCED STAGE 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 9 Oct 83 p 1 


(Text! More than half of the construction and installation work of the 
cold rolling mill, the last under-construction unit of Pakistan Steel, has 
been completed and its three major sections of hot rolled coil conveyor, 
silting and sharing unit and profile bending units were expected to go into 
operation during the current year. 


According to the Pakistan Steel's officials the hot rolled coil conveyor and 
silting and sharing unit would go into trial operation during the current 
month while the profile bending unit will be completed by the year's end. 


With the scheduled completion of the cold rolling mill next year, the cold 
rolling mill generally re- industry, will be completed in all respects. 
fas published] 


Completion of a big unit like the cold rolling mill generally requires five 
years time for completion, but this unit of the Pakistan Steel, whose 
construction work was undertaken in 1981, will be completed in a period of 
four years, 


The mill will produce cold rolled sheets, galvanised sheets and formed a 
section such as angles, gi ‘ders, channels, etc. Cold rolled sheets are 
used in manufacturing bicycles, drume, zerrycanesfiwhile galvanised sheets 
are used in the production of buckets, trunks, steel shutterings, proofs, 
airconditioning ducts, etc. 


Pakistan Steel has started the designing of a variety of parts required in 
space for its machines and had so far completed the designing of 495 dif- 
ferent parts. 


According to Pakistan Steel sources, the plan envisages manufacturing most 
of the spare parts mainly at its repair shop complex and Pakistan Steel 
Fabricating Company while the services of heavy engineering and other 
industries in the country would also be utilised in this regard. 


The Central Design Bureau of Pakistan Steel, which consists of the designing 
of the parts at the beginning of the current year during which they designed 
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YUGOSLAV SMELTERS SAID READY TO INVEST IN SAINDAK COPPER PROJECT 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 11 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] Yugoslav smelters and refiners have shown keen interest to obtain 
shares in the Saindak copper project in Pakistan, former President of the 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry Mohammad Yousuf 
Zia said in Karachi yesterday. 


Yousuf Zia, who visited Yugoslavia on the invitation of Government of that 
country on his return yesterday, said that Yugoslav smelters and refiners 
were willing to make an investment of 400 million dollars in the Saindak 
project. 


He gaid that a Yugoslav delegation was expected to visit Pakistan soon to 
discuss the investment which that country wanted to make in the project. 


He sald that many Government organisations of Yugoslavia wanted to make 
investment in Pakistan in different projects. 


Yugoslavia has opened up for joint ventures for circuit brakers in public 
sector in Pakistan and it is hoped, this project would be finalised by the 
end of this month, he said. 


Yugoslavia firms are interested to invest inagro-based industries and are 
keen to enter into joint ventures with Pakistani entrepreneurs. 


Two electrical equipment projects, Yousuf Zia said have also been signed 
in the private sector. 
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MINERAL CORPORATION HEAD OFFICE TO MOVE TO ISLAMABAD 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 9 Oct 83 p 1 


[Article by Babar Ayaz] 

[Text] Fresh moves to shift the Pakistan Mineral Development Corporation 
from Karachi to Islamabad have been started by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, 


According to informed sources, the Ministry has decided to shift the office 
to Islamabad in phases but to complete the process in a short span of time. 


These sources said that the justification for shifting the PMDC Head Office, 
provided by the Ministry and the Chairman's Office, was that being closer 

to them the corporation's efficiency would improve and better supervision 

of the Northern region projects would be possible. 


It may be mentioned here that the decision to shift the PMDC Head Office 
was taken by the Cabinet in 1975, but the implementation was deferred till 
the construction of the head office building and a residential colony for 
the staff. 


A head office has been constructed at Peshawar Road, Rawalpindi, at a cost 
of about Rs. 6.6 million. This is at present being used to house the 
Geological Survey of Pakistan and the branch office of the PMDC. But the 
construction of the residential colony for the 200 families has not been 
undertaken. 


It was estimated about five years back that this project would cost the 
PMDC Rs. 20 million. 


However, with the cost escalation during the last five years, the new 
estimate may touch around Rs. 30 million. 


The staff, it is understood, has expressed its resentment on the shifting 
of the Head Office as they foresee residential and schooling problems in 


Islamabad--a city, which is comparatively more expensive than Karachi. 
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KANDHKOT CAS FIELD: PROGRESS NOTED 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 10 Oct 83 p 6 


[Text| The development of Kandhkot gas field is going apace to make the 
yas available for meeting the present energy situation in the country, 
according to Pakistan Petroleum sources. 


Scrubbed and dehydrated gas from Kandhkot will be piped to WAPDA's thermal 
power station a Guddu, about 35 miles away, and will be used for their 
under-construction 210 MW unit No. 4. This unit will be in addition to the 
three existing ones, having a capacity of 430 MW, for which an average 70-80 
million cubic feet per day gas is supplied from Sui. 


Negotiations with IFC for foreign currency loan, for part financing of the 
development project, had reached the final stages. These negotiations were 
carried out with the approval and support of Pakistan Government. 


Detailed technical studies were being carried out by the PPL staff and to 
increase the pace a special Kandhkot development project team was being 
organised, 


PPL sources believe that the development of Kandhkot gas discovery will 
have far reaching effects in the region opening up many opportunities for 
the local population. 


Kandhkot will be the third gas field in Sind to be developed. The first 
was Mari and the other two being Sari Sing and Hundi fields.--APP. 
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EARLY ELECTIONS, FLEXIBILITY IN DIALOGUE WITH POLITICAL PARTIES URGED 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 13 Oct 83 pp 3, 9 
[Article by M. A. Akhyar in the "Current Topics” column] 


[fText! If Lt-Gen. (Retired) K. M. Azhar believes that a political dialogue 
has begun, he may be left alone. He has carved out a niche for himself in 
the officially defunct Jamiat-ul-Ulema-e-Pakistan (JUP) after a spell of 
rough luck 46 cricket administrator in his post-military career and he should 
be naturally inclined to attach importance to the Zia-Noorani meeting of 
Monday last which he attended as a member of the JUP delegation. The 
simple fact, however, is that Maulana Shah Ahmed Noorani met President 
Zia-ul-Haq, enlarged upon the five-point resolution of his party, and came 
back with an assurance that his suggestions and arguments would be taken up 
with the other political leaders--Darkhwasti Group of JUI, the Muslim 
League of Pir Pavara and Maulana Tufail's Jamaat-e-Islami. There is a 
series of discussions which may be spread, according to Information Minis- 
ter Raja Zafarul Haq, over several weeks. 


The JUP's Five Points are: (1) lifting of the ban on political parties, 
(2) recognition by the Government that it has no right to amend the 1973 
constitution, (3) the CMLA agreeing to consult the political leaders on the 
schedule for free and fair elections, (4) lifting of restrictions on the 
Press, and (5) abolition of military courts. Absolutely contradictory to 
President Zia-ul-Haq's August 12 plan in a fundamental respect, these 
demands and the underlying approach are not shared by most of the personali- 
ties the President is now going to meet. Their reaction can be confidently 
forecast: The Noorani formula, based on party system, makes no distinction 
between registered and unregistered, Islamic and non-Islamic parties and 
throws open the doors of power to the others variously described by various 
leaders of these like-minded parties. A bitter polemic, not a dialogue, 

is more likely to follow, which the President may, like Akbar the Great, 

or may not always enjoy. 


A dialogue between the Government and JUP or for that matter any of the 
parties outside MRD, is a contradiction in terms. Even Maulana Noorani, 
who makes no secret of his agreement with MRD demands, can at best claim 
to be an amicus curiae. His direct action ideas having been talked out 
by Maulana Abdus Sattar Niazi and others of his own Shura, his role is 











miy to watch the events, however concerned or vocal in his reactions he 
may be. Since he did not have a hand in the making of the problem he 
discussed with the President, he cannot be expected to negotiate its unmak- 
ing either. As for the others, the only thing to be negotiated is the 
modalities of transfer of power in terms of the President's August 12 
announcement. This does not, however, mean that the current series of 
discussions is nothing more than going through the motions without purpose. 
The discussions will be certainly followed by a definite programme for 
elections and possibly a revision of some details of the August 12 plan. 

It should not be difficult to advance the election programme. The Gordian 
«not to be untied is whether party system is to be revived and, if revived, 
what should be the criteria for the political parties eligible for election. 
There enters MRD in the picture, and its agitation in Sind. 


From the administrative angle and taking the cue from the more innocent 
politicians, the final choice can be made without reference to MRD 
demands. The agitation can be curbed firmly enough to hold elections, 
after the desired constitutional changes, according to a programme. If 
the recipe works,well and good. What if it doesn't? Let us be clear 
abeut it before we have to brave it. 


What must be must be. Passions are not always extinguished by force, 

never by political processes from which they are kept out. Combined with 
the ethnic factor political discontent, whatever its extent and aims, 

must also attract foreign interference. The stage has been set for it, 
with presidential rule in the Indian Punjab and Delhi's oft-repeated 

charge of Pakistan's involvement in the Sikh agitation. Our so-called 
American friends are only making foreign interference inevitable. Long 
known in Pakistan as an academic involved in American policy thinking, 
Robert G. Wirsing, is here these days, offering us the footnotes to the 
pronouncements of Reagan administration on Pak-American relations. He 
minced no words in Lahore the other day in warning that if Pakistan stopped 
aiding the Afghan guerillas and came to terms with the Soviet Union on the 
Karmal question, the United States would apply punitive sanctions and suspend 
its aid. (This "Do as we say, or...."” attitude can be but should not be 
deplored as blackmail. For, if we are being blackmailed it is because we 
wish to be so blackmailed. The Americans would double the amount of aid 
the day we found the will to say no to them.) It stands to reason that, if 
not President Reagan, his academics and intelligence men have worked out 
fully how the Indo-Soviet axis will retaliate to Pakistan's doing their 
bidding. The choice they are pushing us to is obvious and simple: Between 
the devil and the deep sea. 
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BRIEFS 


MAZARI RELEASED--Multan Oct 10: President of defunct National Democratic 
Party Sherbaz Khan Mazari was released today, it is reliably learnt here. 
Mazari was detained for three months and lodged in the Pirowal Rest House, 
about 40 miles from here. He left for Karachi by PIA in the evening.-- 
APP. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 11 Oct 83 p 1] 


WORKERS FOR THE MIDDLE EAST--About 1.35 lakh to 1.5 lakh skilled, semi- 
skilled and unskilled workers are proceeding every year from Pakistan to 
Middle East countries for different jobs. According the Ministry of Labour 
and Manpower sources among the workers going abroad 60 per cent are skilled, 
while the rest 40 per cent semi skilled or unskilled. [as published] 
Presently two million Pakistani workers are living abroad and sending remit- 
tances to their families. They said that the job situation for Pakistanis 
in Middle East has not so far changed and the same number of people are going 
abroad now as were going in the previous years. They said that Overseas 
Pakistanis Foundation has been given the target of training 10,000 persons 
annually and they have trained about 35,000 workers till now. They said 

six new vocational centres are being established in the country--two in 
Punjab, two in Sind, one in NWFP and one in Baluchistan. A national train- 
ing institute is also being established in Islamabad, they added. They 

said that machinery for the existing vocational centres is being provided at 
a cost of Rs. 100 million. At present government is spending Rs. 420 
million on the vocational training and plans to impart training to 25,000 
persons every year. Presently the government is imparting training to 12,000 
persons every year.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 

12 Oct 83 p 4] 

PIA 10 ACOUIRE PLANES--Lahore, Oct 12: The Pakistan International Airlines 
(PIA) will modernize its existing fleet by acquiring five wide-body jet- 
liners and eight fuel efficient twinjets during the current Five-Year Plan 
reliable official sources satd here today. The PIA expects to earn a 

profit of "50 million dollars during the current year and thus finance its 
five-year plan through its own resources. Last year the PIA pocketed a 
profit of 33 million dollars. These sources disclosed that Japan would 
collaborate with Pakistan in the modernisation and expansion of Karachi, 
Islamabad and Lahore airports, these sources said. The Karachi airport, 
would be expanded and modernised into one of the world's biggest and most 
modern international airports with a capacity for nine million passengers 














a year and modern shopping complex.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS 
RECORDER in English 13 Oct 83 p 2] 


SIND PPP ACTING PRESIDENT--Makhdoom Amin Fahim will work as Acting Presi- 
dent and Oazi A. Ghani as Acting Secretary-General, respectively, of defunct 
PPP, Sind. A party Press release issued here said both took over charge of 
their offices yesterday. M. Abdullah Khan, ex-Senator, will be the Acting 
President and M. Abdul Monam Khan, Acting General Secretary, respectively, 

of the defunct PPP, Karachi division.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
14 Oct 83 p 16] 


LAHORE BAR SECRETARY ARRESTED--Lahore, Oct 13: The police today arrested 
Mansoor Afridi, Secretary, District Bar, Lahore in connection with a speech 
he made at the lawyers’ convention here on Oct 6. About 87 cases were 
registered against those lawyers and those who participated in the cornven- 
tion. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 14 Oct 83 p 17] 


PLEA FOR ABID ZUBERI--Mr Javed Ansari of the defunct National Democratic 
Party (NDP) yesterday expressed concern at, what he stated, the deteriorating 
health of Mr Abid Zuberi, a detenu in Hyderabad Jail. In a statement he 

said Mr Zuberi, a heart patient for the last 10 years, had been under the 
treatment of Dr Shaukat Syed and, therefore, he should be shifted to Karachi 
for proper care and treatment. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 14 Oct 83 

p 17) 


TI'S TERMS FOR DIALOGUE--Quetta, Oct 13: The Tehrik-i-Istqlal has come out 
with its conditions for talks with Government for negotiated settlement of 
the prevalent political situation in the country. In a statement, signed 
by the Publicity Secretary of the Baluchistan branch of Tehrik-i-Istiqlal, 
Mr. Abdul Hayee Bangalzai, preconditions for political parleys put forward 
by Tehrik, include immediate release of the party chief, Air Marshal (Retd) 
Asghar Khan, and of all political prisoners, restoration of political activi- 
ties, revival of political parties and lifting of Press censorship. The 
statement said that so long as these conditions were not fulfilled by the 
Government, the Tehrik might not agree on political parleys with the 
Government.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 14 Oct 83p 17] 


DIALOGUE TERMED ‘BIG JOKE'--Maulana Syed Mohammad Shah Amroti, convener of 
the MRD and a leader of the defunct Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam (Fazlur Rahman 
group) has said that the talks, initiated by the Government with defunct 
political parties, are a "big joke" with the nation. In a statement he 
pointed out that such talks had no politica! locus standi. The Maulana 
maintained that a dialogue with the Government was “unthinkable” to the 
eight component parties o1 the MRD. "We stand by the MRD's four-point 
founding declaration,” he added. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 14 Oct 83 
p 17] 


INDIA'S DENIAL REPORTED--New Delhi, Oct 13: A spokesman for the Indian 
External Affairs Ministry has denied that India has any plan to attack 
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’ 
1160 Genled that Premier Indira Gandhi had met any exiled Pakistani leaders 
suring ner brief stay in London on way to New York earlier this month. Some 
#opaper reports had said tnat Mrs Gandhi met a few Pakistani leaders in 
London and told them that India was prepared to attack Pakistan. The 


, ‘ 1 ' so} he f< 
sporxesman described the report as completely untrue and without any basis.-- 
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t Banzladesni lawyers, including a former member of Pakistan's National 


Assembly, Dre Aleem Al-Razi, will be arriving in Pakistan in a few days to 
lefend the 66 lawyers arrested during demonstrations in Lahore in support 
of the MRD. According to reports, the decision to send the lawyers’ team 

to Paristan was taken at 4a meeting of the executive committee of Dhaka 

Bar Association held on Wednesday. The President of the Bar Association, 
Mr Shamsul Haq Chaudhri, said the lawyers, who had decided to defend volun- 
tariiy their professional companions were contacting the Pakistan Embassy 


in Dnaka for visa.--VOA [Text! [Karachi DAWN in English 14 Oct 83 p 20] 
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